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TO THE. 


. Mother b- us All. 


BEING : 
An E PISTLE to all the Baprtiſed Believers in Fngland, 


exhorting them to Stedfaſtne(s in the Truth, ac- I 
cording to the SCRIPTURES. F 


T ogether With ſome farther Conſider ations of ſeven Que- : 
ries, ſent to the Baptized Believers in Lixcoluſbire, concer- - 
ning the Judge of Controverſies in Matters of Religion. 1 


——_— mee 


In Three PAR TS. 


The Second Exition, Corrected and Enlarged, 


By THOMAS GRANTHAM: 


And they ' fig# turn _ their Ears from the Truth, and ſhat be named 
into Fables. 2 Tim. 4. 

But I will ſhew thee has Thich is noted in the Scripture of Truth, and. 
"there is none that holdeth with me 1n theſe ogy but Michael yours 
Prince. Dan. 10.21. | 2 


—————_—_—_— 
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T7 0-1 HE 


READER 


Here is nothing, which Men ſincerely Religious, 
do more heartily defire, than that all Men were 
þ too; and becauſe they are full ſatisfied that 


| Ne: are in that very Way which moſt truly leads to Life, they 


therefore ſtrive that all may know it and walk in it. 3 
And truly this is my (aſe, my Heart's Deſire and Prayer * 
to God for all Men is, that they may be ſaved, And as : 


believe it hath pleaſed God to ſhew me the Path of Life, T 


cannot but do my beſt to ſhew it to others ; for as Jome by 


their Labours, have been helpful to me, , f 1 "uy mine may. 
be belpful to others. | 


When 1 call the Primitive Chriſitan Church at Jecula- 
lem, the Mother of us All, I allude to that place, Gal, 


4+ 26. Interpreters ( ſo far as I have obſerved) take © 


Jeruſalem there, for the Goſpel Catholick Church; | 
now this Church had its Beginning, and this Beginning ; 
was at Jeruſalem, and becauſe. in the Progreſs of 
(hriſtianity in the World, for near one thouſand ſeven | 
hundred Jears, there has abundance of Errors crept in, © 

A 2 - - - nid 3 


.* 


To the Reader. 


a much Truth in the ancient Simplicity of it, bas been re- 
qefted, Tthink it bighly rational,” that (all prejudice beg 
laid apart) Men ſhould ſeek, with the greateſt diligence, 
for their greateſt Security, into the State of C brift's Go- 
ſpel-Church, as by bimſelf eſtabliſhed ; for whatſoever has 
"not been planted by our Heavenly Father, & nigh to its 
being rooted up. 


God Almighty diref us all, is the hearty TR of 
_ thy Friend, 


THo, GRANTHAM. 


| Let: the Reader further make notice, that 

theſe Papers were originally written upon 

> ſeveral Occaſions, I ſome things _ 
repeated would have been atherwils. 


hy Diſcretion bear with this. 


' Hear. 
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* Hear the Church. | 


| The Firt PART. 


____ 


L Em 


Containing, by way of Preface, a particular conſideration 
of the State of the. firſt (hri/itan Church at Jeruſalem, 
and the Reaſonableneſs of appealing to Her, as The 
Mother of us All. "Wh > bite. tee 


the Ages, which have been ſince the coming. of our Lord,. to- 

.make known and eſtabliſh all things in the Kingdom of Grace, in- 

the firſt Church at Jeruſalem ;. that there hath been great fſirivirig 
among the Chriftian Churches for ſome Honour and Prerogative a-- 
bove the reft, Sometimes the Church at Alexandria, ſometimes the 
Church at Conſtantinople, and eſpecially the Church at Rome, preſling. 
very hard for Precedence of Honour, and Preheminence of Power ; 
few minding the poor afflicted Church. at Fer«/ſalem, the true Mother of 
all true Chriſtian Churches 3 when yet the Holy Ghoſt hath left. a high 
Commendation upon thoſe who do follow Her, both in-the.effectual Re- 
ception of the Goſpel, not as the Word of ſuch or ſuch a Man, -( tho: 
preached by Apoſtles) but as it 5 in truth the Word of God, 1 Thelli'2. + 
3, 14. andallo (not in perſecuting, but )'in ſuffering like things-of * | 
their Country-men', 4s they aid of the Jews... Andi we delire, ant 
hope that there may be yet all due confideration-had by all Chiiſtians: im _ 
theſe days, of the Heavenly Frame and Holy Walking of that 4 0< 
ERNERCHVEATE: 20 on gy Ta On, 


: £2? 


| is evident to all ſach as have converſed with the Hiſtories of 


Unto» .. 


vi £4 -c- a6 Sr X *Y p pra ” Y EG ; * ” 6 we 7 : ah , = y ” 


. 'concerin'd at this'time; / to: declare our | unfeigned Aﬀent unto. the, Truth 


CE —— 


Unto: whom was committed, in the firſt place, the Principles of the 


' Oracles of- God 3-unto whom our deareſt Lord was a perſonal Mi- 


nilter, and did actually Diſpence to, and Communicate with them, in 
the Divine Myſteries_or Ordinances of the Chriftian Religion ; upon 
whom was poured the molt. excellent» Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe. It was: this Church, from whom ( according to the 
Prophets ) the Law of- Chritt ſhould: tixſt go forth, 1/a. 2. 3. Mich.g. 
I, 2, Here was the Houſe of the Lord eſtabliſhed in the top of the Meoun- 
rains, and exalted above the Hills, that all Nations might flow unto it : 


an Honour not given to other Chiyches, 1 Cor. 14.36, W hat. came the © 
' Word of God out from ou ? No, this was the Glory of another, For oxt 
7 


of Zion ſhall go forth the Law,and the Word of the Lord from Jerafalem. 
Which by ſpecial Order from Chritt was tulhlled; when he gave Com- 
mandment to his Apoſtles, that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 


' preached in bis Name, in all Nations, beginning at Jeruialem, Luke 2.4. 


47. And here it was that the Spirit gave utterance unto the Apoſtles, 
to preach in all Languages, that then ſome of all Nations (who wete at 


that very time at Fernſatem:) might hear from thence. the Joyful Sannd 

of the Goſpel, and conſequently, keep the ſame Holy -Loarine in all 
Ages and Nations, as it was there delivered, and confirmed by givers 
* Signs and Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Mat, 28. 19, 20, Heb, 


2. 4. AC. 2. | 

Foraſmuch then, as all Chixches, in all Ages and: Nations, are infli- 
ſpenfably bound tofollow this Church, in the Obſervation of all things 
whatſoever Chriſt: commandedthem, * Mat,28:29, 30, we bold, our felis 


of the Goſpel, @s's# was bere delivered ;, and our humble Reſolution. to 


| keep.the Ordinances of Chrift, as they were here pratiifed, (not doubting 
but the fame was xeceived $1 all-Churches at the firtft ) eng conhdent of 


this very thing,” thata ſafer way'carinot be found for the, ſecurity -of our 
Sous,: fromthe manifold "Errors, which ſince the plantation of this 
Church, have been obtruded upon' the Coniciences of Men, in moſt paris 


of the Chriſtian Nations.  _- _ 

. To the intent” then that we may avoid Enor, -and cleave to Truth, 

_ "we' hall canſider particularly ( though very briefly ) the Frame of this 
_ Heavenly: Building, - in reſpect of her Feundation, her Form of Goviru- 


_ net; and the Way of ber Wiſh, in order; to her Perfection. And 
| org THR [374 Us KA | . . Ms ed 
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: We find herF oundation-Principles to conſiſt. th ſix Particulars; WY. 
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Hear the Church. ._ -- on 
REPENT ANCE 'frem Dead Works, and OF: F AITH towards God, 
The Doftrine OF BAPTISMSg, and-OF LAYING ON OF HANDS, 
and of RESURRECTION OF THE: DEAD, and of ETERNAL 
FUDG MENT, Heb. 6. 1, 2, called-alſo, the beginning of the Word of 
Chriſt ; which Articles are therefore called the Ia; ag becauſe of 
the Relation they have to Chriſt, who is a Foundation to his Church, as 

_held forth in his own DoGrine, and other Foundations than Chriſt ſo held 


I 


forth, can no Man lay. ; % mo 
Of {ach importanceare theſe Sacred Principles, that we find the Ancient 


| Chriſtians uſed to call them the Chriſtian Catechiſm. Chryſoftom's Te< 


ſtimony is this ; That all theſe are Fundamental Articles , that is; that we © 
enght to repent from Dead Works, to be baptiſed into the Faith of Chriſt ,and - 
be made worthy 'of the Gift Fi the Spirit, who. 1s given by smpoſotion of © 
Hands ;, and we are to be taught the Myſteries of the Reſurrettion and Eter. 
nal Judzment. This C atechiſmfaith he, perfett, And indeed in the whole 
New Tettament,we meet not with ſuch an excellent Epitome of the Chri- - : 
ſtian Doctrine as in this placey which wag written to this other-Chureh. © 
 *Tis true, we have ſotne mention of -a Form of Dottrine delivered to 
the believing Romans : And Timothy is commanded. to hold faſt the: Form © 
of found Words, which he had hcared of St. Paul; Chriſt: is faid-to be 
the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our. Profeſſion, the Author and Finiſher 
of oxr Faith, we axe wilted to contend for the Faith, once delivered to- 
the Saints. But none of theſe places do ſhew us, as the Text under 
conſideration, what this Form of Dettrine, this Form of ſound Words,this 
Profeſſion, and this Faith was,. n reſpect of the Compolition of the: Prin 
ciples and Fundamentality of them 3 nor can there auy thing beaſligned; 
that rt ſo properly the Analogy or Rule of Faith, as theſe Principles of 
Catechilm. - -. h BESS C4 
Happy had it beep, if all Chriſtian Churches, had held faſt this Ca- 

techitm, though no-moxe had.ever been compoſed 3, Unity in the 'Tyuth 
would have been better maintained by this qne; than-by ſo many as are 


' now extant, And fie this being of Divine Compoſuse and: Authority, 


the Principles of the Oracles of God,the Beginning of the Word of Chriſt, 
muſt needs outweigh all others, being but of Human Compoſition. - 
To begin with the jirlt Principle of this Church, let us conſider, . 


.' 1 Repenrance from Dead Works, + 


} 


\*. We axe firſt to confider why Repentance js put in- the firſt place; 
; gen before Faith 3 ſure. it is becauſe no unpepenting $innes can _bave 
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wa. = Hear the Church. 
._ _ the Faith of Juſtificationz therefore this Principle of the- Chriſtian 
Faith muſt follow Repentance. - Theres indecd' a Faith (which we 
-maycall the. Faith of Mankind) to believe there is a God, that will 
both-puntſh Sinners, and reward the Righteons, and this Faith, muſt 
needs precgde Repentance, Heb. 11.6. ee 
- This Repentance, as it was a Principle of this Afother-Chnrch, com- 
prehends three things, atrue Sence of Sin, in the exceeding fintulneſs of - 
ic 3 in which reſpect it is aid, They were prickgd at the heart, andcried 
dat, -0r ſaid, Men and Brethren, what fan we do? AQ. 2e37, which 
is accompanied with. Godly Sorrow, and with Amendment of Life, 
without which, Repentance 1s Tather to be repented of, than to be 
elteemed any part of the Foundation of Chriſtian Religion 3 Repert® ye 
therefore,  arid'be converted, that your Sins may be blotted out, Act; 3,19. 
Without which: Repentance, there is no Remifhon. * Luk, 13. 5. Ex- 
cept ye repert, ye ſhall all periſh, faith our Saviour. How bleſſed -had 
K been, it this Do&rine had been preached, and Men brought to' the 
Qbedience-of it, before they had been admitted to Memberthip- in the 
Church of Chriſt ? The not keeping to this Rule, has filled all Natio- 


nal Chuches with unregenerate, unconverted Perſons, to the Scandal 
of the Chriftian Religion. 


'2, Of Faith towards God im this Mother-Church. 


- The Excellency of the Faith of this Aorher-Church, appeared in 
theſe things :. That they gladly received the Word of the Goſpel of their 
Salvation. A. 2. 40. To the illumination of. their Souls, and the ex- 
pelling the darkneſs of Errour and Unbelief 3 by this Faith they had 
their Hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and their Confidence in 
God had a great Recompence of Reward, in the Love and ExpeQation 
of which, they willingly endured 4 great Fight of Afii&tions, whilſt they 
were made a G azang-ſtock, bath by Reproaches, and ſuffering the Jpoiling 
of their Goods with, joyfulneſs ,, and were willingly Companions with, and 
haritably compaſſionate towards thoſe that were m Bonds tor Righteoul- 
neſs ſake, working the Work of God, minſtring to the Saints, labouring 
in Love: all which are Arguments of true: and lively Faith. Heb; 6. 
10y 11. Heb. 10. 32, 33, 34, 35- hs 
" He that reads and conſiders this Excellent. Epiſile, written to this 
7ather-Church, wherein we may be ſure no new DoGtrine is delivered, 
© .. þrit the fame corroborated which they had received, ſhall find_cthat - 
' _ the true Knowledge andBelief of Chriſt was amongſt them, in reſpect- 
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Hear the Church. * 


of his Divinity, Chap. 1. in reſpect of his Humanity., Chap. 2. in re- | 
ſpe&t of Priettly Ofhce and Sacrifice, with all other Offices to which _ 
he was appointed of God in the relidue of the Epiſtle, of which we © 
cannot now ſpeak particularly. | ; 


3. Of the Doftrine of Baptiſms in this Church. 


 TheLord Chrift had fully tanght the Guides of this other: Church 
the Dottrine of  Baptiſms both by Word and Example; and thereby had 
informed them of a three-fold Baptiſm. The firſt delivered by Precept, 
himſelf making the People Diſciples, by teaching them to repent and be- 
lieve the Goſpel, and then appointing his Diſciples to dip them in the R1= 
ver,in which reſpect it is ſaid that Jeſus made and dipped (or Batiſed) more 
Diſciples than Fohn, Mat.q. 17. John 4. 1.& 3. 22. Hisown Example 
being an unqueltionable Rule for the manner of Baptizing, he being dipped 
of John into Jordan, (as the Greek hath it) Mark 1.9. and then commy- 
#p out of the Water, And of this whole Church it is faid, their Hearts were 
ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and their Bodics waſhed with pure Wa- 
ter. For Baptiſmal Water is therefore pure, becaule it is ſanCtined for our 
Religious uſe, both by the Perſon of Chriſt, and by the Word of God. 
 Andof this Church,was firftrequired,that every one of them ſhould repent, 
and then be Baptiſed 3 and of them it is allo ſaid, that they that gladly 
received the Word, preached by St. Peter, were baptiſed, AQ,2.38;41. 

- They were allo inſtructed concerning the Baptiſm of the Holy Spirit 3 
it being the Promiſe of the Father made to all the'called of- the. Lord, 
AF. 2. 39. Gal.3.14. & 4. 6. Rom. $8.9. and was particalarly applied to. 
them, and poured upon them in the way of Faith and Obedience. 

. Tobe willing to be Baptiſed with AMiCtions for Chriſt and the Goſpels= 
ſake, they were alſo taught by our Bleſſed Saviour, -in his Diſcourſe with 
ſome of his Diſciples, and by his own Sufferings, Luke 12. 30. of which 
they were alſo partakers, Heb. 10. 32. as allo all that,will live godly"in 
Chriſt Jeſus mult expect the ſame. And it would be conlidered by what 
Rule any Mancan take upon him to make Baptiſm the firſt Principle, ſee-, - 
ing Chriſt himſelf has made it the third Principle ? and by what Rule any. 
Man can call Sprinkling, Baptiling ? Dare they ſpeak as they act ? that is, 
dare they ſay, I ſprinkle thee in the Name of the Father? &c. _ Would 
not their Conſcience fly in their Face if they ſhould ſpeak ?' And yety:be-. 
hold, they prevaricate in action, _ lye in expreſlion in that which-theyf - 


' 1o - Þear the Church, 


call their Baptiſm 3; God will ſurely fend the proudecſ Prevaricators in> 
this caſe a Ao warranto for their preſumptuous dealing herein. 


4. Of the Laymg on of Hands in this Church. 


There are two great Bleflings belong to all true Chriftians,. Remiſlion- 
of Sin, and the Gift of the Holy Spirit > the tfirlt is conligned to them in 
Sacred Baptiſm, the ſecond in Prayer, with the Laying on of Hands, in. 
which way this dother-Church received this Blefling,: as. is- evident from 
the Enumeration and Order of the Principles-of her Catechiſm 3 and al 
fo from this Teſtimony, that great Grace was npon them all,, AQ, 4.33. 
Asalfo in that it is expretly faid, That this Church continued Redfaſily in 
he Apoſtles DoCtrine, a Principle whereof is Prayer with Laying on of 
Hands ; and from this Church this Dodrine and Holy Practice was car- 
ried by the Apoſiles to Samayia, As 8. 14. for it isnot-to be imagined 
they would there innovate a practical Principle, which had not firlt been 
caught in the Church at Fer#ſalem. But God bearing witneſs to this 
Service of Prayer, and Laying on of Hands at Samaria, with the. fame- 
_ --Blefling of the Holy Spirit, fore-received at Ferufalem, confirms it as. an 
Acceptable and needfal Service for all Churches. And accordingly it was 
xeceived in the Fimes next ſucceeding the Apoliles days, as many Wit. 
neffes teſtify, amongſt whom Tertuliar thus; Debine manus 3mponi- 
pair, ec After Baptiſm the Hand © impoſed by Bleſſing, calling and in- 
witing the Holy Spirit. Twnc ille Santtiſſimus, &c. Then that maſt Ho- 


. 
. 


ly Spirit moſt willmply deſcends from the Father apon the Bodies whych are. 
cleanſed { meaning in Baptiſm J. aud bleſſed. 


- 5. Of the Reſurrefiion of the Dead, taught and believed in this Maother- 
Church. | | | 


Th this Church it was where the -Apoſile gave witneſs:with great Power 
of the Reſurretiion of the Lord Feſws, At.17.31. in whoſe Refurrection 
affur arice, yea very tull affurance is given to all Men, that "there ſhall be a 
ReſurreFbion of the Dead, both of the Tuſt and Unjuft, AG. 1. 3. It was 
here that our Saviour ſhewed himſelf alzve after he had been dead, by in- 
fallible Proofs, being . ſeen of his Diſciples forty days, converling with 
them of #he Things-concerning his Charch-andl Kingdom, Mat.27. 5253: 
It was here that mazy dead Bu ages of tbe Samts did ariſe, and cmoe aut of 
tbo Graves,and went into Jeraſalem,and appeared to many, after we Was 

"is riſen 3 


Hear the Church. I 
ri/en 3 which was @ full proof, that the 'RefurreGion is of the ſame nu- - 
merical Bodies which arelaid in the Graves, diſrobed only.of Mortality 
and all Imperfe&ions. And this is that Refurre&tion of the Dead here 
called a Principle of Chriſt's Doctrine, and of the Foundation of this 
AMother-Church, 


6. Of the Eternal Tudgment believed by this Church, 


It was to the Guides of this Church to whom our Saviour firſt made 
known this great Privilege, that they ſhould ſit. 0:2 Thrones judging the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael, at that rime when he (ſhould fit upon the Throne of 
bis Glory, Mat. 19. 28. who allo is appointed of Godto be the "Jug of 
nick, and Dead, At. 10. 42. which great Article is here recomnted a» 
mong the Principles of Catechiſm, Heb.6.2. and called the Eteraal Fudgs 
ent, not only for that it is the laſt Judgment, but becauſe the Effe&s-of 
it thall be perpetual, the pains to be impoſed in this Sentence of Judgs 
ment ſhall be of eternal duration to all wicked: Men, whochave-contemned 
the Goſpel of their Salvation, and jndged themſelves unworthy of Erernal 
Life, even that Life which then ſhall be given to: Etemity, © all ſuch as 
have held faſt the beginning of their Conlon antols hope of this thesr xe« 
oicing ftedfaſt unto - 9, Heb.3.14. As thereforethe Tares are gathered 
and burnt in the Fire; fo ſhalt it be in the end of the World, The Son of Adan 
fhall ſend forth bis Anpels,and they ſhall gather out of his Kingdom all tht 
that offend, and them that do Iniquity : And ſhall eaft them 4wro a Fart 
of Firt; there ſhall bs wailing and gnaſting: of ' Teeth, - Then -ſhall the 
Righteous ſhine forth as the Sun m the Kingdom of their Father, Whe 
bath ears to hear, let him-hear, Mat.13. 40, 41, 42, 43. - Lo, the Eteinal 
Judgment taught by Chriſt's own Mouth ; - let all Mey be 'admonithed to 
prepare for this Judgment, for the coming of the Lord draws nigh. . 


Of the farther Order and Manner of Wor ſhiy oſed in-this Mather-Clumels 


This did eſpeciaily conſiſt in frequently aflembling themſelves toges 
ther, to teach ent yo Jeſus Chrift,' As 5.42. or forirhetnini- 
firing of: the ma yo Sana A416, = It:which we find 
no T\tmrgies, or Forms of Prayer devifed'et impoſed by thevApollies] 
but- theſe Services were performed by-the-aids ken te-Holy it wit | 
as they were given for the work of the' Minifiry, tis evident they 
have'a remanency in the pe {4 the- whole be: perfected, HY 
THAW 2 ad 


" I® ear. the: Church. 

'  andit is this Bleſſed Spirit which helps the Church to'mmake Interceſion ac- 
cording to the will of God,- Rom. 8.27, They were all very trequent 
ar the Lord's Table breaking the Sacred Bread, in remembrance of the 
Lord Chritt, giving thanks to God by him, Arts 2. 41, 47. nor need- 
_ ed they any Maſs-Book, or Commoen-Prayer-Book, to direct them in eithep : 
Chriti's own Inititution of his Holy Table, and the holy Prayer which 
he had taught his Diſciples, with other Heavenly Rules contained in the 
| Holy Scriptures, was abundantly ſufficient, and are ſo fill, to every 


Faithful Man of God | and Miniſter whom God and his Church hath | 


called to that Work | ro furniſh him to every good work, OO; 

| It is alſo exceeding plain that the Holy Table of the Lord is here 
called the breaking of Bread. - And theretore, though that Holy Bread 
and Wine be the Body and Blood :of Chuitt, yet they are theſe, in ſuch 
ſort, as they are allo the Bread of 'the Lord, and the Cup of the Lord, 
1 Cor. 11.27. And foraſmuch as the Apoſtle here, and in the nexc 
vetſe, does expreſly call the {ame things, by theſe different titles; the 
Bogy and: the Blood :: the Bread and the; Cup : we muſt of neceſlity. take 
him to ſpeak Figuratively in one of 'theſe, but in the latter, to wit,” Bread 
and” the Cp, we: have no Figure. ( fave that the' Wine! in the Cup «is 
taken for the Cup which is an uſualform 'of ſpeaking). and therefore-of 
neceſſity theſe Words, Body and Bloods muſt be underſtood to, be my- 


tically, ſpiritually, or figuratively.in the, Bread and Wine, and not 'the 
Bread and. Wine. toi be + myically;:. ſpizitually,” Gr. bguratively, in "the 


«Jt is. ao as certain that:the whole Church. (th4\Mether-Church,. Afts 
2: 42.). did then receive both the Bread .and-Cup of. the Lord, as-that 
any. one-of them did partake of both, the wholeService being expreſſed 
by aSynecdache4 part for the whole,” which | yet will better appear, in 


that this-, Qrdinatxcþ-0upbt;; to: be ;receivedby every Recipient; as he is 


a Member of Chriſt, not as he is a Miniſter : *Tis true, as I am a Mi- 
nifier. F diſpenſe this Myfiery, but Iyeceive it'as 4 Member.) faith-St. Paul 3 
For W E being many, are one Bread, and one Body. For W E are all par- 
takers of that one Bread. K (hee SIE 0% 

-: yas unto this Church,or the Guides of it.unto whom,qur Bleſſed Sa 
vigurdeliveredthat Myſtics) Dodrine,which-offerided {6 mayy.of his Diſci- 
ples, Fahn-6:5 3. traly;yetilysl. fayuntegyou, Except: ye eat tbe Fleſh of the 
Son of Man & ariihjors Bload, ye-jyxve ns Life 1n.you, which'yet:cannot-be. 


rightly underſtood of a-corporal cating/his Fleth.and drinking his Blood, þe- 
cauſe he expreſly {ays,Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto.you, He that believeth us | 
b1:5 Fl | $0} | | hep 
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hath everlaſting life, Verſe 47. And it is certain there were many that did 
truly believe on him at that cime,among whom S. Peter, and the reſt that 
ſtood by him, when ſo many fortook lum. Now theſe things muli all be 
true. I. That none of Chriſt's Diſciples had Life in them at that time, 
but ſuch as did eat the Fleſh, and drink the Blovud of Chrilt, 2. Thar 
S, Peter and the reli of: the Faithful, had eternal Life in them at that 


time, 3. That the Lord's Table was not yet inſtituted. And therefore 


from theſe Premiſes it follows that our Saviour ſpeaks not here of his 
Diſciples now eating and drinking his Fleſh and Blood at the Lord's Ta- 
ble, and therefore cannot with any ſhew of Truth or Realon, be un- 
derſtood of eating his Fleth, and drinking his Blood carnally, or corpo- 
rally, but ſpiritually, even by believing in him. * | 


Of the ſeveral Orders of Miniſtry in this Mother-Church. 


+ This Church was endowed with a three-fold Order of Miniſtry 
r, Meſſengers or Apoliles, whole work was more efpecially to gather, 
conltitute, and take care tor the Church 1n- general. . 2. Elders, whole 
work was eſpecially to- feed the Flock committed to them in particular. | 
Ze Deacons, whole work more etpecially was to take care of the Poor, 
and to diſtribute the Alms of . the Church to the ends for which they 
were given, and conſequently all Churches ought to mainta.n this Qr= | 
der of  Miniſiry, unleſs they can ſhew that God has repealed this -Mi- 
niftery, in part or in whole, *Tis true, tome things: were pertinent to 
the Apoliles here, which were temporary and extraordinary, - which 
Churches in after-Ages are not to expect > but it 1s alfo true that ſome 
things were' ordinary, and fixed in that Othce, for the continual ule of 
the Church, and therefore to-remain for ever viz, Tneir care for alt 
Charches, -their travels: and Jabours to plant and' tettle new Churches; 
their: withſtanding talſe Apoſtles, as themlelves are true Apoties.. Their 


- Authority to/appeale ſtrite and contention which may ariſe among par- 


ticular Paſtors and Churches,which things being demoanttrated in our Chri- 


ftianiſmnus Primitiouus (to which we reter) we {hall not here enlarge. 


This part of the Apofiolical Office, was conterred on many in the 
Apoltles'days,who were alſo entituled the Angels of the Ch:rches Rev.2.1, . 
&c, which in:Engliſh, is, Meſſengers of the Churches, Ct this Order 
was Fames the 'Lord's Brother in'-this Church at Feruſal:m, and tuch 
were Timothy, Fitus,Sylvanu, Andronicus and Fwnia with others, AM= 
niſtry -as' needful as any, both tor the unity! of Churches, and the ma- 
nagement of the moſt 1nportant affairs of the Golpel,both in the (a | 
a1nM: 
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wad in the World, 45 experience may convince men if nothing elſe 
wilt do it. And here it were eafie to bring in the full Teſt of the 
beſt Antiquity, but this Letter will not bear it. 

Of the Diſcipline or Government of his Mother. Church, 


t. It was unto the Guides of this Church to whom our Blefſed. Lord 


fault gave Rules for the Government of his Church, at. 18. whence 


we learn that in caſes of perſonal” Treſpafſes, and fins of Infirmity or 
Weakneſs, all poflible -Love, Patience and Charity, ſhould be exexci- 
fed by one Chriftian towards another, and the Offender, pon confeſſion 
of bi fault, forgiven, unto ſeventy times {even'Offences : fo abundant- 
ly Chould Charity appear among the Members of Chriſt. But it was 
alſo in this Church where wilfull Iniquity was puniſhed with great -ſe- 
verity, as the Hypocrifie and Deceit of Ananias and Saphira >, and the 
like ſeverity was ſhewed again Simon Magn for his Pride and Cove- 
touſneſs, in aſpiring to a Miniſtry for which he was not qualified, and 
to which he was not called by Heaven's Donation and due vocation from 
the Church, without which, woful expertence hath taught- the Chri> 
flian Nations, that it is in vain by Meney, or for Mony to make Men 
Miniſters in the Chriſtian Church, 

. 2, Tn this Church was held the firſt and, beſt of General Councils, for 
{tling the Churches in peace, when troubles did ariſe among, theme» 
ſelves, by means of falſe Teachers, &c. And becauſe the Churches in 
all Ages and Nations, may have perpetual need of ſuch helps, is (ball 
not be amiſs that we conſider the Quality and Authority of fuch Afs 
ſemblies, leſt otherwiſe we be abuſed by, Uſurpation and Tyxauny ; 
and firſt of the occaſion of the calling this preſent Aſſembly, 4s 15. 

1. This Aſſembly was called upon.the greateſt occaſion that ever-was, 
namely, the Repealing (or. rather ſhewing the Repeal) of many Di- 
vine. Ordinances, and freeing the Chriſtian Church from theix Obliga- 
tion3 becauſe they were either fulfilled, os too buxthenſome for this 
Church, as indeed St. Peter avers, they were fo heavie, that neither they 
nor their Fathers were able to. bear, them.z And the endeayouys; of this 
Council was ſucceſsful to the removal. of. them, and the ſettlement. of 
the Churches in the Faith 3 and. to the great encreaſe of theiy warnhen, 
Alts. 16. From whence we may ſafely conclude, that.if AMaſessCereme- 
7s which were from Heaven, were a hindrance to: Peace and. growth P 
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the Chriſtian Church, much more. muſt all Ceremonits deviſed, and impo- 
ſed by humane Force and Power only,be an obfirucion to it, Let us there= 
fore ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and not 
be entangled in the Yoke of Bondage, whether of Legal, or other -de- 
viſed Ceremonies. 

2. As for the Quality of the Perſons, of whom this Aﬀembly did con- 
fiſt, *tis plain, they were Meſſengers. Elders, and Brethren, and theſe did 
all freely deliberate upon the Matters in queition, offering their Reaſons - 

ro &- contra; and the Dicthon was made, no. by the iterpoſition of 
Power Apoſtolical,but by the clear evidence of Truth and !.eaſc +.to which - 
they all agreed. The Apoliles aCting here as Grave Fathers, £1.15 free: 
Andience and faithful Advice , to which when all agreed, the conciuz, + 
was made ## all their Names, as appears Afts 15. 22, 23. Th: a pleaſed. 
: the Apoſtles and Elders, with the whole Church, to ſend choſen Men of 
their own Company to Antioch, and wrote Letters by them- after this man- 
ner ; The Apoſtles, Elders and Brethren, fend greeting unto the Brethren . 
which are of the Gentiles, &c. From the ſweet Concord here, we ſuppole. 


_ all Churches ſhould do well to conſtitute their general Contlittories of ſuch, 


ſccing ſuch helps ſhe may have ſtill, in things ordinary to each Office, if 
ſhe render not her ſelf unworthy of them. 
3. Now for the Quality and Authority of: the Decrees made by this... 
or- ſucceeding Aﬀemblies, the: Caſe is clear of it ſelf ; . Theſe were ſuch 
things as ſeemed good tothe Holy Ghoſt, not chat the Holy Gho#t now re-- 
vealed them, but brought to remembrance what the Scriptures had (aid. 
concerning ther, .and partly by what before that time had been thewed - 
unto St. Peter by a certain Vition of God?s accepting the Gentiles, tho 
not cleanfed according to Legal Parihcation. And therefore till the Holy. 
Ghoſt reverſe thoſe Decrees, they are to oblige all Churches to keep: them 
invioable. Aud in-this point ( as indeed in all the reft ) the Baptited / 
Churches in this Age do ftand.a witnefs againſt the Diforder and Ditobe-- 
dience of moſi of the Chriſtian Nations in the World > who make no- 
Conſcience of abſtaining from Blood; &c. tho they know the true Chir- - 
ches did religiouſly obſerve thefe Decrees for ſeveral handreds of Years af 
ter. Tertulltan tell us, The Cuſtom of Chriſtians is to abſtain from aff < 
Blood, and things. Strangled, fo that it i not lanful for them, whea they 
feed at their Tables, to meddle with the Blood of any Beatt. 
; 4+. It is further ſafely concluded from hence. that all Decrces of Gene - 
ral Councils are fo-tar obliging only, as the things decreed are proved to - 


be true, and not becauſe they are decreed in Council only ; for here- 


St, Perer proves, that Churches arc free from the Qbligation of Legal | 


Cere-- 
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Ceremonies, becauſe they were a Burden too heavy to be born. 2, Becauſe 
God had accepted them already without them. And James [the Angel of 
this Church4 proves Or Confirms the ſame by the Scriptures ; and theſe 
Arguments and Probations fatished the Aflembly, And irs certain, the 
things prohibited by theſe Decrees, were always forbidden, even to Noah 
and his perpetual Generations, Gen. 9, 12, &c, Nor do's this Aſſembly 
Excommuunicate or Aaathematize all that ſhall doubt of the Neceſlity of 
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their Determination, but very ſweetly tells the Brethren, they ſhall do-_ 


well to comply with their Advice z tor they knew that every Church 
had Power to punith Offendeis ; and to them they ſeem to leave that 
Care, and not tv take the Power of any Church 'out of their Hands, as 
the manner of {ome 15. 


Of the Caſe of Infants : or whether they were admitted to Baptiſm in 
the Mother-Church ? . 


In all that is ſaid of the Plantation and Growth of this famous Church, 
or in that excellent Epiltle, which was a long time after written to them.) 
there is not one word to be tound of any one Infant being brought. to 
Baptiſm 3 and therefore we hold to the Negative of this Queſtion 3 and 
it is obſervable,that tho here Intant-Circumcition was abſolutely excluded, 
yet is there no Argument urged for it from their Baptiſm which had been 
very conliderable, had there been any ſuch uſage i this, or the Gentile- 
Churches. And becaule it 15 granted now by many, and theſe the moſt 
Learned too, ( among whom the Papiſts ) that there is 20 Scripture for 
Infant Baptiſm, &c, But that it ſtands upon the Authority of Eccleſiatti- 
cal Tradition ; all that we ſhall fay to that Plea in this place is, to deſire 

| any Man to ſhew who delivered this thing to the 
* It is faid of the Ro- Churches, and by what Authority, whether Di- 
wy Chriſtians, JEOE vine or Humane ? For ſeeing Tradition ſignifies a 
rs drag - cope - thing delivered, it is tit the Perſon or Perſons de- 
heard Peter 3 bur they 1iVering ſuch a thing, ſhould be known to be Per- 
were not ſatisfied with fons lawfully impowered to deliver ſuch a Tradi- 


once hearing, neither {4- tion, before we can with ſafety receive it *. 

tisfhed with the #1written | | 

Doftrine that was delivered ; but earneſtly beſought St.Mark, ( whoſe Goſpel is now in 
ure ) that he would leave in Writing unto them the Dofrine which they had received: 
by Preaching, &c, Euſcb, Hiſt. 1.2. Ghap.15. We ſee that the Church of Rome eſtetmed 
the Goſpel in Writing, above the delivery of 3t in Preaching, though they heard it from Peter him- 
ſelf. Sure they are not the ſame now as then, for Tradition (from whom - it's hard te ſay ) 
# more now to then than the Scripture, And the Scriptare nothing to them, byt as delivered and 
interpreted by Tr agition; x Ng 
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' Bathow then ſhall Infants be ſaved if Baptiſm belong not to them 
Fanſwer,” out bf the mouth of St. Peter, Verſe 11. By the grace of 'oiep+ | 
Lord Feſus Chriſt they ſhall be ſaved. And fyrea man might as well ask? 
how 'catt Infants 'be ſaved without Faith atid Repentance,- ſeeing it is 
ſaid;be that believeth not. ſhall be danmed : and except ye repent, ye ſball all 
periſh, &c. And what anſwer could any wiſe man make, fave this ? The 
Grace of God {ufficeth them, having Chriſt's*xpreſs Word for it, that 
to them belongs the Kingdom of Heaven 3 and'this he ſpake of unbap- 
tized Infants too, which 'is therefore fo ſatisfactory that we need no 
other evidence. If any man ſay the words which St. Peter ſpake in Coun- 

. ll, Aﬀs 15.11. are ndt meant of Infants, and therefore not pertinent 

to my purpoſe. Iſhall only defire him to conſider, that thoſe words _ 
were ſpoken in oppoſition to this poſition, That withant Circumciſion, after 
the manner of Moles,the Gemiles could not be ſaved: Now we know.it was 
zfter the manner of Moſes to circumgeiſe Infants, and therefore doubt. 
leſs theſe falſe Teachers did queſtion the falvation of Infants dying with- 
out Circumciſion. FTherefore theſe words of - St. Peter, which teaches ' 
that by the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt both Few and Gentile ſhall be ſa» © 
ved, have their. clear extent to Infants as well as to any other perſons * 
whatſoever : T ſhall here only refer the Reader to what we have farther 
written, in a Treatife upon this Sabje&, entituled, The Controverſie a- 
bont Tnfant-Church-0emberſhip and Baptiſm, epitomized: or to one lately 
written, entituled, Preſumption no Proof. I” 


Of the Reverence aue to Saints, Angels,and to the' Bleſſed Firgin in particti=\ 
jc. lar, according to the es of this Mother-Church, ru 


It was in this Church where the Holy Virgin, Mother of our Lord,” 
had her Converſation and Society, being with that fele&t Company, con-# 
liſting of an hunded and twenty Names, As 1. 15, among whom! 
this moſt bleſſed Woman is expreſly named, and by whoſe Preſence 
this Mother-Church was honoured above -all others. And here is the laft 
mention that is made of her in the holy Scriptures. And this honou- 
rable mention-of her by name, and as the 4fother of our Lord, (which, 
doubtleſs calls for great-Reverence in the hearts of all God's People) is all - 
the honour that the Word of God does here confer apon her. This- © 
Church makes no Prayers to her, nor to Chriſt in .her Name, nor taught * 
the ſucceeding Churches to doo ; yet ſurely ſhe was the greateſt Saint _., 
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that ever was 3 andif we have no ground from any direction, nor Preti- 
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_ dentin the Scripture to perform fich Devotion to: Her, we cannot with 
any. ſhew of Reaſon, os pretence. of Truth, do it to any other Crea-- 
ture, Saint or Angel, whatſoever, > 


And it is remarkable, that though this Church had occafion to make: 
expreſs mention of David in their Prayers, Acts 4. 25. yet do they not 
uſe his Interceſſion at all ; But this Honour they give to Jeſus Chriſt, 
that through his Name ſuch;things might be done, as might confirm the 


4 
4 


Truth againſt all Oppoſers/+ Nox does the Holy Ghoſt give any, notice 


of the Worſhipping of Angels, Saints, nor the Holy Virgin in particular, 
in that Sacred Epiſtle, which was ſent to this Church after the death. of 
Bleſſed Mary the Mother of Feſws ; \o that this Mother-Church-ſeerns alto- 
gether unacquainted with ſuch Devoticns: And much more may we {| 
aſſure our ſelves, they paid no ſuch Devotion to the Images of theſe, 
or of any of them. If any aftxm the contrary, we anſwer them in 
the words of Ferom, Non Credimus guia non Legimus. And with Apolli- 
narius, We dare add nothing to the perfet woras of the New Teſtament, 


whereto nothing may be addzd ; and wherefrom 90 OY be taken away, 
by him that will lead a life agreeable to the Goſpel, Euſeb;Hilt. 1. 5,c.14, 


"Thus, Brethren, I have for your ſakes (as well as others) taken a | 

_ freſh view of the State of this moſt Primitive Church, to whoſe holy 

' Pattern, through the Grace of God, you have diligently laboured to 
conform your ſouls ; her Principles are yours, her Government in good 
meaſure is yours if in any thing any of you be otherwiſe minded, - 
my hearts defire is, that God would ſpeedily reveal even the ſame unto | 
you, and then it is to be hoped that all well diſpoſed, will in time ſee | 
themſelves concerned to adhere to the truth of your Principles, in the | 
very Order wherein you maintain them. For as God has given to his 
Church but one Way 3 fo he has given but one Heart ; when therefore 

this unity of Heart is obtained, unity in the Truth will accompany it. 
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- fixengthen you (in whatI way) in your Holy Profellion 3 as allo to call . 
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The Second PART. 
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Ar EPISTLE to all the Baptiſed Chriſtians in 
England ; Exciting them to Stedfaſtneſs in their 
Fob Profeſſion, under their various Trials, and 


great Affliftions. i tt 


BRETHREN, | 
Sit hath pleaſed God to exerciſe you many years with-yarious 
Tryals and AfMiQtions, for your Faithtulneſs to the Chriſtian 
Þ Religion (in reſpect of the Reſtoratzon of it to its ancient Pu- 
rity.) both in the Form and Power -of it, wherein you have 
hboured hitherto, and "have not fainted, but by the Grace of God 
have attained to ſome degree in that belialt, above-what hath as yet 
been attained by.the generality of your Country-Men, for which you 
owe the greateſt Thankfulneſs to Almighty God. And having (as I 
verily believe). laid a right Foundation for a true Church-State, you 
are indiſpenkibly obliged togo on unto pertection, as the firfi Churches, 
which. were built upon the. ſame Foundation, were expreſly required 
and exhorted, Heb. 6. 1, 2. 3. ; 
- In which: Holy Profeſſion, being by the Grace of God, one with 
you, and alſo called to the Miniliry and Office of a Meſſenger of. _ 
your Churches [which 1 mentios, becaule it is the moſt deſpiſed Office”: 
amongft all Chriſtians, as it feems to have been in the Apoſtles ,days, 
i'Cor.4.9. ] do hold it my Duty, at this time, to endeayour to 
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_ moſt dangerous of all ot 


Articles of the Reſurreftion, Judgment, and ſuch-likg : whithout|. Whic 


Hear the, Church. 


upon. ſuch as have been ſhaken in r by the violence of thoſe Temp- 
tations. which have befallen them in common with their Brethren. —- 


Foras it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Tiving God; 


(as thoſe undoubtedly ſhall, who draw back, from the Truth they have 


once embraced,” unto-Pexdlt 


fall fromythe Truth, at 
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& protefſe by the Baptized Churches, -is the 
they being indeed the nearelt'to the Truth, 
in the Priſtine Order and Wplicity of it, of all forts of Perſons, who 
own the Honorable Appellaah of Chriſtian, For, wy 
What fort of Chriſtians eWwith any Confidence look upon, or bring 
themifelves cloſe to the Rules of St. Paul's Cate- 

_ * The Principles of chiſlm, * Heb. 6.1,2. (as the Ancients uſed to 
_ ; rok —_ Pg. call it ) except the Baptifed Churches ? To ſay no- 
fine of BaptifineLay- thing of others,. can-they of the preſent Romans 
ivg on of Hands, Re- Catholick:Church, in any wiſe ſquare themſelves, 
ſurre&ion of the Dead, or juſtify their prefent Church-State by the Rule 
Eternal Judgmem. _ - of thoſe Sacxed Principles, in the fimplicity of 
:n _ w_ ak pin ap them ? No, theſe Principles of, Chriſt's Doctrine, 
der of theſe Princi- Will in no wiſe be concordant with the:Catechiſm 
ples, becomes a Foun- Of the preſent Roman Church, ſeeing a Doctor of 
dation to his Church, their-own hath told us, that if the Scriptures muſt 
m which reſpe& the he our Rule, &c. they muSt all croſs the Cudgels 
ns ey LO to the Anabaptifts  , which is a plain giving.up 
all, @= Om the Vidtory to the Baptiſed Churches, uvilels #bet- 
+ Dr. Tho. Bale's End ter Form of: Doctrine can be aligned than this IS 
w'Controverly. which can never be. Yea, fophin and preiling is 
this place for us, from the true Inftitution of. the 

Ancient Chriſtian Religion, that the Rhemiſts ſeems to-be under no ſmall 
difficulty how to expreſs themfelves about it: For-thus they-fpeak upon 
the Text, Heb. 6. 1,2. We ſee bertby (ay they) what the firſh graunds 
of Chriſtian Inflitution, or Catechiſm,. were-in' the Primitive! Church, 
and that there was ever a neceſſary Inſtruftion aud- Belief of certain 
Points, had by Word of Mouth and. Tradition, before Mew came to the: 
Scriptures, which could not treat of things ſo particularly as. was requiſite: 
for the teaching of all neceſſary Grounds, Among theſe Points were:the 
twelve” Articles contained in the Apoſtles Creed; The-Doltsinerof Pes; 
nance befere Baptiſm ;, the Manner and Neceſſity of "Baptiſm; the Sir, 
Erament of Impoſition of Hands after Baptiſm, called Conformation ow 


& 


on) ſo I am very confident, that for any co. - 
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Hear, . the Church. "= 
ebings firſe laid, if one ſhould be. ſent to pick, his Faith out of the Scrip= 
rnv6s'” there would be "mb RM qwekgy,” NA 


> 


I, It's Highly ob{eryable. from hence, that the firſt Grounds -and 


- Principtes of -onr Churches (which indeed are no other. than what mien_- 


rezd, Heb.s. 1,2.) are openly acknowledged, by our moſt Patene Op-. 
pofites; to- be the- fame which” were 2 the Primitive. Church, received. 
tor rhe firſt Grotnds and Inſtitutions of Chr ranity, or Chriftian Infti- 
tation and Catechiſm. That in the Primitive Church,theſe Grounds were |. 


- 


held in the very Order now obferved by the Baptized Churches ; par-. 
ticularly, Repentance before Baptiſm, and Impeſitios of Hands after Bap--. 
tzſm, - Sure HS is'a tall Teithfwony,, that. the Inſtitution of the, Bap— 
tized Churches (now wrongtully called Anabaptiſis) and thezrs only, is . 
truly Apoftolical. "Whilt all the. Pedobapti3ts. in the World { among. 
whom the Papiſts) have” quite ſubverted this Order, giving their ſup-- 
poſed Baptiſm before Repentance, and. that unto Perfons that are not. 
capable of Repentance. | ps | 


"2, "They tell us there was aHeceſſary Tnftrution arid [Belief of centain; _ 
Points had by Word of Mouth and Tradition, before men came to the Sere-- 
prure, Admit this to be ſo,-in reſpec .of ſuch parts of the Holy Scxi-- 
ptures as, were then unwritten,.. when thc , Apoſtles firſt preached. the. 


Goſpel y: yet it is certainly falſe, in-reſpe& of ſuch Books of Scripture” 


4 - 4 


- 
: 


as were then. in being for- it's evident that our Bleſſed. Saviour. Pro- : 
pounded the Text'of 'Stripture, Luke 4-117, 18, 19. and theuce preache+, 
&d" to the People; and commanded Tus Hearers. to - ſearch -the Ser=, 
ptures, Fohn 5. 29.. He did not ſend Ns, Hare op Trgatuen 4s the; 
Papiits dy, No, verily, he.rejected. the Traditions of the Eldets of ther 
Jewifh Church, 'and appeals.co the Serpe Adatth,r 19h "VG: 
The great Apoftfe” of the” Jews,” St: Perer, even then when he was. 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, Afs 2, 17. preached from, and notably. 
confirms his Doctrine by the Scriptures, A&, 2. not by Tradition.. 
And: Philip, Aits 8.35. began at the ſame Scripture which the Eunuchs 
read, and preached to him Jefus, without making any uſe of Tradition. 
Apallo being mighty in the Scriptures (not in Tradition )) convinced the: 
Jews, ſhewing ( not by Tradition) but by the Scriptures, that Feſus is the. 
Chriſt. So did the great Apolile of the Gentiles, St. Paul, As 28.23. 
Perſwading men concerning Jeſus, out of the Law andthe Proghets.(not out _ 


of Tradition) from Morning to Evening ; andthe beſt ſort of St. Pauls; 


Hearers,, . 
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Hearers, ſearched the Scriprures daily, (not Tradition) to ſee whether the. 


things ſpoken by him were ſo. 


3. Nor can the Papiſts tell us what one Point of Neceſſary 1nſtruftion 
or Belief was delivered by Word . of Mouth, which is not now contain-. 
ed in the Holy Scripture , if otherwiſe, let them. aſſign ſome. neceſſary. 

/ Point of Faith or Inftrultion, ſuch, as without which, wwe cannot know 
and ſerve God truly and fully, and be faved eternally, which is not 
contained in the Holy Scriptures. But as this will hardly be attempted 3 
ſo let me exhort you, Brethren, to beware-of all manner of Principles 
and Doctrins, which have any tendeycy to weaken ofinvalidate the 
Authority and Sufficiency of the , Scriptures, which, the Apoſtle avers 
to be of that ſufficiency (even before all the Books-of Sacred Scriptures 
were extant) as to furniſh the Man of God throughty to-every good Work, 
And then certainly, he who is inall Points, of Faith and Inſtruction, a 
good Chriftian, according to the Dodtrine contained in the Holy $cri- 
tures, will be out of the reach of any juſt reprehenſion, though he 
Rte nothing of. the unwritten Tradition, ſo much pretended and ad- 
mired by the Papiſts, or others. . 


Being "thus ſecur'd in your Principles, from the very conceſſion of 
your Enemies, and by the Authority of 'the beſt and moſt Sacred, An- 
 tiquity, even. the. Holy Scriptures, . you have no cauſe to fear the moſt 


important. difficulties, wherewith pofhbly we may be tried:.in theſe 


days. And that we may the better ſce how the.caſe lands between 
the Baptiſts and the Papiits, with reſpect to the two great Ordinances 


of Chriſt, to wit, Holy Baptiſm, and the Holy Table of our Lord: 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 we will, here take. » View of the one, and of the other,” 


in.a diſtin Column by It ſelf, the bettgr to diſcern their Diſparity. 


! 
"I y 


Atark 
IG, IF. 


Rom. 10. 
L7,. 


The Manner of Bap- 
tiſm among the Bap- 
tized Believers, 

commonly called A- 
nabaptiſts. 


Baptiſt, 


+ HE Meſſenger or 
| Elder. being attired 
in comely Raiment, not 
much different from the 
reft of his Brethren, hirft, 
Preaches the Goſpel to e- 
very Creature that 1s Ca- 
pable and willing to 
hear, and when by hearing 
they have received Faith, 
the Miniſter explains the 
Doctrine of Repentance' 
from dead Works, and of 
Faith towards God, for 
thefurther Nllumination of 
the Diſciples underfiand- 


' ing, in the knowledge of 


the only true God, and our 
Lord Feſws: Chriſt, that 
they may. obtain Eternal 
Life. | 

The Miniſter does 0- 


pen the DcErine of Re- 


pentance in three parts eſ- 


 pecially, 5. e. as it conilts 


in a due ſenſe or know- 


ledge of the tinfulneſs of 
| | in 
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The Manner of Baptiſm y5 | 


mong the Papiſts, common-_ 


ly called Roman Catholicks ; 


taten out of 
tranſlated into Engliſh. 


P apifÞ. 


| Fter many. preparatory Pte- 

' {criptions, the. Prieft -bemg 
drefſed in a Purple Robe,calls the In+ 
fant to be Baptiſed by his Name,and 
faith What askeſt thou of the Church 


of God? the God-fathers anſwer, ' 


Faith.” The Prieſt faith again, 


What ſhalt thou get by Faith ? The ©” 


God-father replies, Eternal "Life! 


Then. adds the Prieſt, 1f therefore 


thou wilt enter into Life, keep the 
Commanaments: Thou ſhalt love the 


Lord thy God with all thy Heart;and © 


thy Newhbour as thy Self, | 
Next, the Prieſt blows three gen- 
tle Puffs upon the Infant's Face, and 


faith, Go out of him thou unclean. 


Spirit, and give place to the Holy 


Ghoft the Comforter. Then with his 


Thumb he makes the Sign of the 
Croſs.on the Infant's Forchead. and 


Breaſt, faying,. Receive the Sign of - 


the Croſs, bath in thy Forehead and: 
in thy Heart. Takg the Faith of the- 
Heavenly Precept, and be thy. Mans: 
ners ſuch as thou mayſt now become. 


the Temple of God.. - 


Then. 
* 4 y 
be 


walk 
id67%, # 


o *-* 
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the: Roman 
Ritual, by a Learned Hapd' 


y 


— 


, Baptiſt, _ 


-z- 1-010; In; true Sorrow; for 

| {+ "(commit eſpecially 

-  .,--. againſt”. Almighty » God. 

 Dite2, The Sr o forſa- 

; XS © king the Converſation of 

fin,” and to walk, Tiphte- 
ouſly, ſoberly, and godly in 
2 lies Life , 

The Dodtrine of Faith 
tis explained concerning 
_ Mati28. the ObjeQ, in reſpect of 
T9, 20. the God-head, the Fa- 

Hr ther, the. Son, and the 

Holy Ghoſt, into whoſe 
Name the Party. is to be 
_ = baptized, and eſpecially 

Gor. 2. concerning Chriſt, crucitt- 
v., £<, buried; and rifen a- 

” . again, and therewith is 

 ſhewed, that in Baptiſm 
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EZ”: 6 buried with him in 
Baptiſm, to. riſe to a Ho- 


. y Life, and fo to puton 
| the Lord Jeſus Gage” iN 
#oh.z. 3, Baptiſm, as to be born 
. Sa” Water. pee 
' Fab.« 26 Spirit through the Word. 
i 529 er "The Miniſter does 0- 
©, ** pen to the Party to” be 
Baptiſcd, the whole. Do- 
_Arine of Baptiſms, Firlt, 
That of Water, which is 
 _-**-. - the Baptiſm OF bed 
'. - 2M 28, tance far the Remillion 
bh, 8. Ne f ſins, in refpe& of the 
| ER; : Power 
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 Papitt. 


.  ; Thenfollowsa Prayer, that God 
would always protett this his Eleft 
owe ( calling bin by bis Name ) that 
is ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs. 
Then laying his Hind upon the 
Child's Head, he comes to the Be- 
nedidtion of Salt, of which this is 
the Form. : 
T exorciſe or conjure thee, O thou 
Creature 'of Salt, in the Name of 
God the Father Almighty *Þ, in the 
Name of ony Lord Feſus Christ va, 


ani in the Power of the Holy Ghost - 


Þ, 1 conjure thee by the living God 
I, By the true God; By the Holy 
GodvÞ, By the God*Þwhich created 
thee for the ſafeguard of "Mankind, 
and hath ordained that thou. ſhouldſt 
be conſecrated by his Servants to the 
People, entring into the Faith, that 
m the Name of the Holy Trinity, 
thon ſhouldſt be made a wholeſome 
Saerament for the drrvmg away the 

nemy. ' Moreover, we pray thee, 
O Lord, our God, that m ſanftify- 
ing, thou wouldſt ſanttifie Þ this 
Creature of Salt,and in bleſſing. thas 
wouldſt bleſs it that -it may be to 
all: that recerve ut," a perfeit Medi- 
Cine, Arg in their Bowels, in 

e 


the Name of the ſame Jeſus Ciriſe 


our Lord, who ts about to Come to” 


Judge the Quick, and the Dead, aud 


the World by F ire. Amen, 
Then 
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Mat. 28. Power by which it is come 


13. mandedthe extent of 1t. to 
Afts 2, every repentmg Sinner; the 
33. & endof it,to be a Picdg of 


22.116, the waſhing away of Sin, 


Rom, 12, and to give us admiſhon 
wg "=" into the Church of Chriſt, 


ja to draw . near to God in 


22. Prayer, *with full affu- 

' Trance, Waving the Heart 
ſprinkled from an evil 

+Conſcience, by Faith in 
the Blood of Chriſt, and 
our Bodies waſhed with 
pure Water, even the 
Water of the Baptiſmal 
Covenant.called the waſh- 
ing of Regeneration. 

2, That of the Holy 
Spirit, the Promiſe of the 
Spirit being made !o all 
that our Lord doth call, and 
therewith doth explain 
the , fourth Principle of 


" As 8, Chriſt's Doctring, Laying 


AFR. 19. on of Hands, with Pray- 

 ers,. 'as the Means ap- 
pointed of God to obtain 
that Blefling, even the 


TY Promiſe of the * Spirit 
Be3- throngh Faith in the 
fog Wor of Promile. 


"Mao... 3: The Baptiſm of At- 


f:fion is alſo . opened, 


. 2g . that the Sufferings of 


Chriſt ( called by. himſelt 
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onthe Infant's Head; and makes a 
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© Papiſt, 


Then the Prieſt putting a little | 
of the Hoiy Salt_ into the Child's ! 
Mouth, faith, Take thou the Salt of | 
Wiſdom, be it thy Propitiation untor | 
Eternal Lite, Amen, + - -þ 

Now follows another Exorciling 
of the Devil, wherein he cis con- | 
jured as before z then the. Prieſt } 
figns the Infant - again with his | 
Thumb on the Forehead, ſaying, | 
And thu Sign of the Holy «which 
we give to his Forehead, thou curſed © 
Devil, never dare thou to violate, 
by the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen. <2. 


Then the Prieft- puts his Hand 


Prayer in order to his Baptiſin 3 
then puts-part of his Robe upon 
the Child, and brings? him with 
the Church, ſaying, Enter thou into - 
the Temple of God, that thou may$t 
partake with Chriſt i Eternal Life, 
Amen. Then follows the Apoſtles 
Creed, and the Pater-Noſter,, &e, 
Then tollows another Exoxcifing, 
or Conjuration of the Devil. | 
_ Then the Priefi takes Spittle 

out of his Mouth, and touches - 
therewith the Ears and - Noftrils of 
the Infant 3 when he toucheth his 
Ears, he faith, Epthapha, be opert- 
edz and touching his Noſtrils, he. - 
faith, for a ſweet {ſmelling Savour. 
Another | Conjuration ollows in 
thelg, words 3 Be packing, O Devil, 


- « 4 X _——_— 4 Y . Fr ” - _—_ —_— A. _ _— me "— NO ns kn 
- : AR. TIO peers dþ vere. | Wy 9 T-T tg, 6 5b Me "N NEFA "- -43& STRULS : by y + 8 yo % ES E. We o 
' . — _ £ fi 
- 
= . * - 
. ; C 
g "3% » 
a SP oy : . 


» 
1 | Baptiſt. | 58 Papiſt. | 
a Baptiſm ) may not be for the Judgment of God us at ban. 
_ feared, but patiently en- Then the © Prieft asks the In- 


dured, according - to the fant, Whether he renounces the 
Will of God, This is Devil and all his Works, and all 
the Sum of the Doftrine his Pomps ? in three Queſtions, and 
of Baptiſm, taught by the the God-fathers anſwer diſtin&tly 
Baptiſed Churches. to them. Then the Prieſt dips his 
The 5th and 6th Prin- Thumb in holy Oil, and anoint- 
ciples of Chriſt'sDodrine, ing the Infant with it on his Breaſt 
are likewiſe particularly and betwixt his, Shoulders in ' the 
opened, concerning, the figure of a ws, ſaying, I anoint thee 
 Reſunredion of the Dead, with the Ozl of Salvation in Chriſt 
and chiefly of Chriſt's be- TFeſ#4 oxr Lord, that thou mayeſt ob- 
ing raiſed Bodily from tain Eternal Life. Amen. 
the Dead, as the moſt Then the Prieſt puts off his 
ſure. Pledg that the Dead Purple Robe, and puts on another 
ſhall be raiſed Bodily : of White, and asks three Queſti- 
and the eternal Judgment, - ons out of the Creed, and receives 
in which every Man ſhall the God-fathers Aniwers 3 then asks 
reteive according, to the this queſtion,Whether the Infant will 
Deeds done in the Body, be baptiſed ? and receiving the 
whether good or bad. God-tathers anſwers to that, He 
To all which the Par- pours Water tHrice upon the Child's 
ty to be Baptiſed, declares Head, and reciteth over it our Sa- 
his affent, in the beſt viour*s Form of Baptiſm, doing it 
manner he can 3 ſhewing each time at the gaming of the 
alſo his ſenſe of Sin, and three Perſons. * BN 
forrow for it, his purpoſe And 'now'gomes the Chryſm, or 
to live holily; his Faith holy Ointment, in which dipping 
- in Chrift his Saviour the his Thumb, and anointing the In» 
Hark, 1. only Son of God 'and fant on the Crown of the Head, 
that it. is his deſire to be -in the figure of a 4, He thus 
\o'@ Baptifed according to the prayeth © God, Ommniportent, the 
- © 36,37. Will of God.And then the Father of onr Lord Jeſus Chrift.who 
I. Miniſtet, with the Con- hath regenerated thee of | Water:and 
| gregation, or Perſons wy the Holy Gboſt, and who-hath mw 
enL. - TREE 
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Baptift 


ſent, do make Prayer and 
Supplication to Almighty 
God, to receive the 1e- 
turning Sinner.and to bleſs 
and fandity his own Or- 
dinancEto him. And then 
the Party to be baptized, 
being cloathed with con- 
venient Garments for de- 
cericy, | he is had to the 
i, Water, where, calling up- 
on the Name of. the Lord, 
he is dipped into the Ri- 
ver, or Water, by the Mi- 
nilier, i# the Name of the 


Als 8. Father,and of the Son, and 


of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And as in every thing 
| Chriſtians. are to give 


thanks, ſo this whole Ser® 
' '- vice s':concluded with 


fartherprayer, and think(- 


giving to this effect, That | 


as it has pleaſed God to 
call his Servant, or Ser- 
-- vaſits, ont of their ſinful 
ſtate, and to "bring them 
ito the way of Truth, 


fo it would pleaſe him to *nable chem to prolevire to the end, 
to his Glory, and theitown Eternal Comfort: ; "I 
Nor do'we put any Vow, Covenant, or Promiſe, upan any. 


Papiſt. 


thee pardon of all thy 
thee with the Chryſm of Salvation, | 
is the Name of "Clrif Teſs mA 
Lord, to Eternal Life, Amen, þ 

And next after” tollows the Pay. | 
tihi; and wiping of his Thumb | 
and the anointed Head, he takes a 
white linnen Cloth, and putting 
it on the Child's Head, uſeth this 
Form, Take” the: white Garment, 
which thou mayſt carry unſ potted þe- 
fore the Tribunal of our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt, that thou mayeſt have Eter- 
aal Life. Amen. 

And laftly, he puts a lighted 
Candle into the Child's3 or God- | 
fathers hand, andfaith, Receive the 
burningLamp,” and keep thy Bap- 
tiſm blameleſs > keep God's Com- 
mandments, ' that when the Lord 
ſhall come' to the: Wedding, "thou | 
may'lt meet: him, &cc. concluding 
all with, Go in pare, and the Lord 
be with thee. 

There are more. Conjurations 
and Ceremonies added, &c. But 
let —_ luffice at pr reſent, -* 

I. S[1 I 


Sans, I anount : | 


Perſon, fave only what the very Nature of the Baptiimal Cove-. 
nant it ſelf does in its-own evidence carry along with it, it being - 
.- our greateſt care, neither to add to, nor to diminiſh'ought-from. . | 
' © the holy Ordinances of Chriſt, but to keep them as they were b 
Irene at firſt to the Church of God; 1 Cor. 1 le 2. ws 


Þeav: the Church. 


\F '- -& Brethen, 2s it is an Obſervation, that White being compared 
"®with Black doth ſeem more white 3 ſo the true Baptiſm according to the 
þ Scripture (and graciouſly reſtored in the praCtick part among you ) being, 


thus compared with the ſuppoſed Baptiſni of the preſent Roman Church 
muſt needs ſeem more lovely, and the wretchedneſs of their deviſed 
. Fables become more manifeſt to all men. 


Let us now fee whether they 


have been more happy in the other great Ordinance, The Holy Table of 


* 


' the Lord, 


Baptiſt. 


The manner of the Baptiſed 
Churches in Celebrating 
the» Holy Table of the 


Lora. 


HE Congregation 
T being met together, 
and having ſpent part of 
the day in Preaching and 
+. Prayer, commonly, -to- 
+337 5 W wards: the Evening, and 
s-'.”"- ordinarily upon the Lord's 
' 311... Day, the Table is de- 
cently prepared, and the 
Bread and Wine {et up- 
- fn it alſo; in decent man- 
ner. - | 


The Meſſenger, or Ex- 


' ple to due Humility, and 
Reverence in their ap- 
proaching to the Holy 
Table of the Lord, ſhew- 
ing, the Occafion and Au- 
_ thority by, and 'upon 


' der does excite the Peo- 


which it. was Inſtituted 
for 


- 4 
Papiſt. 


The manner of the Celebration 
of the Bread and Cup in the 
Mafs, taken from Dr.W illit 
in his Synoplis Papiſmi. 


O fay nothing here of the 
Roman Church, denying to. 
give the Cup to the People, the 
Prieſt only drinking of it; nor 
6f the Prieſt only partaking of the 
Bread and Cup in divers of their 
Maſles, the People- only looking 
on: neither of th&r Adoration of 
the Elements of Bread and Wine, 
in theſe words, 1 Worſhip thee, I 
Glorify. thee, I Praiſet thee. Nor 
yet of that Paſlage-in the Commu- 
nion of the Maſs, Let #s worſhip 
the Sign of the Croſs, which are 
things too large to be diſcourſed in 
a Letter It ſhall ſaffice to ſet 
down the manner of their Celebra- 
LON, 

I. All is done in an unknown 
Tongue, which- the People under- , 
itand not. | 

2. The 


Gal. 3. 
13. 


Heb. TY 


L25 I 4+ 


- nance, 


F Baptiſt, ; 
for a tual Miniſtry 
in. pens of God. 
The great Uſe and: My- 
fyical»tignification of it, 
as Chritt is evidently ſe 
forth. in. his Crucihxion, 
or bitter Death upon-the 
Croſs, as the alone Sacri- 
fice, once offered for the 
Sins of Men, and that 
there-i5 no more Offering 
for Sin, but the Offering 
up of Chriſt once for all. 

Then he putteth them 
in mind of the Qualihc- 
tions neceflary on their 
part to the due Reception 
of that Divine Ordi- 


they will . cole together 


for the worſe, and not for 


the better. _ . 

Then takjng the Bread 
 anto bis! Hands, he calleth 
upon God, in the Media- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, for a 


: Bleſſing upon the Bread, | 


that 1t may - be Sandtified 
' for that holy ufe for which 
it was ordained by Chriſt, 


and that by Faith, all 


Fobn 6a. 
35. 


that are to partake of that 


Bread; thereby: may feed 


upon the Body of- Chrift, 
which 48 the true Bread, 
and by him live for ever. ' 

Then lie breaketh the 
% Bread, 


Dea: the Church: 


without which 


head: 


together, 


or above: his head. He ſetteth: it 


then he ſpreadeth his arms a-crols. 


Pap. 
\ 2, The Bentdicamus Domino, is - 
ſung ten times together, and 'Tre 
Miſſa eft is lung thirteen times, 
with long and tedious Notes." 
3- The Prieſt is to fay divers 
Prayers privately to himſelf, 
4 He is taught, by the-Rubrick, 
to make thirty ſeveral Crofles upon 
the Bread, the Cup, the —_— and. 
his F orehead., | 
5; Their Geſtures are as fal- | 
loweth. 
The Prieſt boweth his Body, 
and. lifteth up himſelf, kiſſeth the 
Altar on the right © fide; then he 
boweth | again , and . looketh to-- | 
ward the Hoſt |, that'is the Bread ] 
he joineth. his hands,  wipeth his 
fingers, lifteth up the Hoſt ; then 
he lifteth up his x # and boweth. 
himſelf, and lifteth | up. his eyes- 
again, he boweth again, ,and lift- 
eth up} the Hoſt, above. his fore- 
then he uncovereth the Cup, 
and holdeth it between, his tans, 
keeping his thumb and his oy” 


Then he bowettr and liftieh" 
the Cup alittle, then to. his breaft, 


down again-and wipeth his fingers; 


He boweth his body, riſing up, . he 
kiſſech the: Altar on-the right {i de. 
He ſmiteth his breaft ; uncovering _ 
the Cup; he makes five Croſſes with. « 
the Hoſi FF the. Cup, twige, 


| 50 4 
tv 
- ol 


Baptist, \ 

\ "Bread , pronouncing the 
 Wotds of Chriſt, * This is 
my Boay; &c. willeth the 

. People to recerye it in re- 
membrance of Chrift, and 
as ſhewing forth the Death 
of Chriſt till he come the 
ſecond time without ſin to 

_ Salvation. ANECS 
In like manner be :a- 
keth the Cup, after the 
People have received the 
Bread, and with: Prayer 
ſuitable to that gyeat My- 
 Nery, it being ſ{anditied, 


1-Cor, 
11:26, 


I Cor, 
1-I.28, 


* he poureth out of | the” 


Wine, remembring- the 
words of Chriſt, Thy Cap 
#4 the New Teftament in my 
Blood, &c. partakes of it 
himſelf ( as he didalfo of 

_ the Bread) and gives it to 
» the Deacons to Cortitnu- 
'nicate to all the Gongre- 
gation, and they all- drink 


Hons of it. 
1'Cor. Then ſome word . of 
19. 14, Exhortation is given tothe 


4+. 16, People, under the conlide- 
1 4B $i xl 6 of -the unſpeakable 
' Mercy of God in'the Gift 
-of his Son, to die or us, 
that we might live Eter- 


- Hear the Church.” 


_ «+ Papi. 6 
on each fide under the Cup and © 
befoxeiit, + 

Then he layeth his hands upon 
the Altar, the Deacon reaching 
him the'Paten, he putteth it to his 
right Eye; then to! his left, he ma- 
keth-a Croſs beyond his head with 
it, he kiſleth it, and layethit down. 

Then he breaketh the Hoſt in 
three, holding two pieces in his 
left hand, and one in his right, over 
the Cup, which with a: Croſs he 
letteth\fall into it. . | | 


| + Then he kifleth the Corporas : 


the Deacon taketh the Pax: from 
the Prieſt, giveth it to the Sub- 
Deacon, and he tothe Quire. Then 
humbling himſelf, he firſt taketh 
the 'Body, and then tha, Blood, fo 


"he goeth to the right Hom of the 


Altar, the $ub-Deacon poureth iu 
Wine, and- the- Prieſt rinſeth the 


Cup, and waſheth his hands, turn- 
ing himſelf to the People. 


Cometh-again tothe Altar, and 
turneth to the People* the ſecond 
time. | 


Then bowing his body, and do- 


ſing his hands, he prayeth to him- 
ſelf : he riſeth again, making the, 
ſign of the Croſs, 'and-bowing a- 


gain, goeth from the Altar. 


*Mat-2.6. nally with him : all 'is concluded with prazſes to the Lord for all 
j-1- 8 


- toexpreſs themzand then 


* 


his Bleflings, in the moſt joyful manner'that the Miniſter is able 
vallyfornething is given to the Poor, 
as every Man's Heart maketh him willing, being not-conſtrained . | 
therenato, but as the love of "Chriſt conftraineth him. 


Thus 


Lo 


F 
£ 
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Thys, .Brethrep, I have given you a brief account of the Ceremonioug 


Obſervations of thoſe who would be thought the traeft Church on Earth, 
tho they have affuredly changed the Ordinances of Lie Lord more. than 
any fort of Chriſtians 3 T have allo ſet before you the purity and. ſimplicity 
Cand yet the great utility ) of theſe two great Ordinanges; that. you may 
be more inwazdly affected with them, but eſpecially with him, whom they 
ſo excellently repreſent 3 for to this end are they ordained, to ſet forth 
Chrift and him Crucified. 4k * BR 
Of all the difficulties with'which you are likely to be tried, in reſpect of 
your Religious Profeffion, that Queſtion which concerns the Fudg of theſe 
and other Controverſies in Religion, 1s like to be (he molt dangerous, be- 
cauſe you have been little exerciſed in it 3 as alſo, becauſe many Perſons of 
gon Eminency and Authority are deeply, radicated, and very expert in at 
pinion diametrically oppoſite to yours 3 for theyay, that the lwwing Voice: 
7 the Church, aſſembled in a General Coutcil of her Biſhops. and DoFors,, 
the aply infallible Fudg to determine all Controverſies in Matters of Faith: 
and Religion. | | | | 
_ Ca the other fide, We havesbeen taught, and have conſtantly believed 
that it is all Chriſtians Daty, to rely we and be ore alt thin s, npon the 
Anthority and Sufficiency of the Voice of God bim elf; as be peaks in the 
Holy Scriptures,as the beſt,and only Infallible Decider of all Yueſtions that 
ſhall ariſe (eſpecially in the Chriſtian Church, and ſince the Holy Scrip- 
thres wer written and received) about Matters of Faith and Religion. 
And it:deed it ſeems. very ſtrange that any Man. ſhould think there 'is 


a better” Judg than God himſelf,” of what is "true; and, what is other- - | 


wiſe, it Matters of Religion 34and to be-fire he ſpeaks, to, us with the 
oreateſt' Certainty and Authority, by the” Holy Pen-men of the Scri 

tures, And it isas ftrange that the Church, who muſt derive all her 
Light-and Authority from God and his Word, ſhould appeal Men, tq 
her {Elf rather than to him : Methinks they ſhopld fay tous (a Cejar's 
Sabſticute faid to, St. Paul,)” Halt thou appealed to Gad, as he 4 ks 19 
his Seriptares ? "to Gad and his* Scriptures thalt thou-go, | And, elpegj= 
ally * when this js the Queſtion, What fort, of 'Chriftiafs: are the true: 
Church of Chriſt ? for.it ſeems then the moſt unzeaſonable thing jy che 
World, that any Party contending tar this Title [ The Church] ſhould 
Re tick 0%n _Judg 3; and ſeeing the Church cannot, by mcrly avopching 
{ upon her own Teltimpny only.) that ſhe ss tbe ; Charch, make any 
Proof or Demonſtration? that ſhe 15-fo,. it remains then, that we myſt 
have ſome Infallible Rule by which to find the' Church, And now if 


God; 


- 


But to be bound to adhere to any Chuxch in theſe I 


God. himſelf does not reveal to us, who is his Church, we ſhall never 
find her nor does he reveal this, but by the "Teſtimonies of: the Scri- 
pture, there muſt we find the Church of God, or -no where. For 
none but Enthuſiaſts pretend to any other Revelation in this Caſe 3 and 
to ſpeak freely, 1 doubt the Papiſts are more then a little Emthuftaſtical ;, 
for rather than let God's Word decide this Queſtion' about the Church, 
they will-llye to Miracles, as it a falſe Prophet may not | ſhew a Sign, or 


a Wonder,” yea, and that Sign and Wonder come to paſs too, and. yet the 


thing, he brings.it to prove, be nothing but a lye : {ce Dent. 13. Sure- 
ly he that ſhall pretend to work a Miracle or Wonder #2 theſe days, to 
prove {uch or ſuch a People to be the Church, I {honld the more {u- 
ſpect both him and his Church 3 becauſe we have a ſure Word of Pro- 
phecy confirmed by Miracles already, which Word, doth as tully {et 


forth the Church, as it ſets forth gny thing ; inſomuch as Men may as 
"well call for Miracles to prove thete # 4 God, and that this Go 


d is rut, 
as to call for Miracles to prove the true Church. ol. 
Indeed the Church of. Chriſt being once;found,then all wiſe and modeſi 


| Men will readily Jend an Ear to her in all thigs, and - eſpecially when 


ſhe undertakes to expound the dark or myſterious Points of our Reli- 


gion, or offers her Judgment .in things doubtful, [ for as for the. com- 


mon points of the Chriſtian Faith, he that is a wiſe and good Man, 
and no ways byaſſed by Intereſt, may perhaps know theſe things, as 
well as the Church, or at leaſt, ſuch as call themſelves Chufth-men.) 
e days, AS to. a people 
which carne: poſſibly be miſtaken in any gutters of. Faith, or Religion, 
ſeems to be an Actribute too bigh for any Society of Sinful Men, [and 
there” is nonethat liveth and ſinneth not. | For ſeeing God hath not told us 
any ſuch thing, That the Church oannot err, or be miftakgn, it ought not 
to be ſpoken : and if it be only proper to the Almighty to ſay He cant 
he ; It muſt not be aid of the Church, that She cannot Iye, leſt he re- 
prove us, and we be found Lyars. Rom. 3. 4. Let God be arne, and eve- 
ry Marn'a Lyar, for thus it is written ; and again, Hoſc11. 12. Ephra- 
im compaſſeth me about with Lies, and the Houſe of Iirae) with Deceit. 
This was the Caſe of the ten Tribes : and tho Judah be juſtified as to theſe 
Tmpieties; yet Chap..12.2. God tells them he had a Controverſie with t 


alſo. Certain it is that famous Churches have erred in mattcis of Faith, 


and others were as liable to err as they, no Church being herein pri- 


 viledged above another, for any thing that God has, faid in his Word, 


but he every where exhorts his' People to Beware of Sin, Error, and 
h | Apoltacy, 
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Apoſtacy, ,and commands every one that:hath Ears, to liear what the Spitjt 
faith * 1 thi Churches : But he does not fay toany of them that they. carngt, 
Err. thetefore we are not to. hear ſuch a Story of any Church: No, he telis 
the Church of Rome that ſhe may err ſo 2s to becut,off, if the continue not 
m the Goodneſs of God. See Rom. 11.20,21,22, Mat. 16.18. is a 
gracious Promiſe indeed, That the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
the Church of Chriſt, as founded upon himſelf,in the true Faith of St. Perer, 
But this Promite belongs to-all true Churches equally, yet no Man ever 
durſt affirm from hence, That no true Church can pollibly err. And 
St. Peter, who underſtood this Promiſe, never told any Church of his. 
Planting, that they coxld not Err \ but rather tells them. they may err,. /o 
44 to fall from their ſteadfaſineſs, and. be led away with the error. of | the, 
Wicked. , Indeed if any Church could be alligned here on-Earth that carmor; 
err; or be deceived ih matters of Faith, it were the eakieſt thing. in. the 
World to find the Truth, having once found. the Church ;. for we ſhould 


' have no need to know any thing but what that Church ſpeaks, and to re- 


ceiver her Determinations as God's Oracles. But then I conlider again that, 
we-ſhould perhaps have great inconvenience alſo. For, if all the Decrecs 
made by General Councils be obliging to us, and were bound up toge+ 
ther,” we ſhould never be. ble to read them, nor I doubt, to. under ſtand 
them : ; it will then be our beſt at the Jong-run, to take SanCtuary at the. 
Word of God, asour Guide, and Superiour to the Church, 

But 1 conſider farther, that no Man makes any -particular Church) this 
Guide, but does refer us to the Univerſal Church, as-afſembled in a G:ne- 
ral Council,Surely either, this is tomake as many Univerſal Churches at leaſt: 
as there has been Ages lince Chriſt was upon the Earth 3 or, if all make bur 
one Univerſal Church, the direCtion given to follow her Sentence, i 5 ſcarce, 
practicablez for how long will it be before-a Man can be aſſured, what 

was held, and what was reje&ed by the Churchin all Ages ? indeed there. 
are Men born of great confidence, who will tell us that "the Ca :holick, 'or. 
Uniyerfal Church harh al ways, held ſuch DoGrines, and {uch Traditions: as. 
are unwritten, &c. 

Now it highly concerns all Chriſtians, as much as in them lieth, to 
makeſure work with ſuch bold Talkers about the truth of the things which 


_ they affirm, eſpecially about the truth of the Antiquity of theſe things, 


that is; that they appear by ſome Divine Record to have been dely-*red to. 
the firſt Churches, by Men approved of God, to be the deliverent F Di-: _ 
vine Inſtitutes : and if they tail here, it will be ill venturing to follow 
cher in. . their after-enquiries: And. there is the higheſt Reaſon in wm 
E Wor! 


c 
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| ut pear the Church, 


World to ſtand as fixongly as pour for the firſt Age 3 for ſuch Pure and 


undoubted Antiquity is neceffary in our Caſe, from the tenour of our 
Bleſſed Saviour's Argumentation againſt the-Fews, in oppoſition to a Tra- 
dition, or Moſaical Precept in the Caſe of Divorce, Mar. 19. 8. From 


the begmmning it w.1s not ſo, For ſeeing the Apoſtles did faithfully deliver 


the whole Conn(e) of Gad to the firſt Churches, condemning all that ſhall 
teach otherwiſe than they had taught the NoCtrine of Godlineſs 3 or that 
ſhould not conſent to wholfome Words, even the Words of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt 3 it is therefore neceſſary to bring all DoQrines and Prafices in 
the Chriſtian Church to the Teſt of the moſt pure and Primitive Antiquity: 
for that Church which hath that Argument fairly on her fide, cannot fail 
of all other Arguments, which can be any way neceſlary for her Juſtifica- 
tion 3 for indeed this firſt Argument does infer all the reſt, and: they that 
have not this, have none of the other which thing being well conſidered, 
look back upon your Principles (O ye Baptized Chriſtiars) and upon what ' 
hath been ſaid for them, even by your Adverſaries, and take comfort ; for 
whoever boaſts of the beſt Antiquity, it is certain that you only have it. 
For what is the moft ancient Record ? Dounbtleſs the Holy Scripture ; 
and if ſo, let the queſtion be about Chriſt Crucified, and his Church > 
there muſt we find them both, or no where. If any Man like not this 


DoErine 3 let him ſhew me, if hecan, theſe lovely Objects without being 


beholden to the Scripture. Somel have known to attempt this, but with 
lamentable Succeſs, being foon driven to a ſhameful Silence, z/ and indeed 
the whole World muſt depart into utter Silence as. touching this great My- 
Fery, Chriſt and his Church, unleſs the Word of G68d, (as it is delivered. 
in the Holy Scriptures) through Faith,, makes us wiſe in theſe great Con- 
cerruments of Salvation, 2 Tm. 3. 14. ; 


Let Men alledge all the Authors in the World, and all the Tradition; 


- that ever was, it the Holy Scriptures muſt not be their,own Evidence, 


and ſo capable to command our Belief of them then for the-fame, or 
rather more forcible Reaſons, than any Man can bring againſt the 
Scriptures, all Authors and all Traditions ſhall be dumb and uſeleſs 
as to the production of the leaſt zata of Divine Faith 3 fo that the Pa- 
piſts at the long-run ( mult if they know how ) ſhew us their Church, 
without Scripture, or any Author, and without Tradition allo, as I have 
former®***-ritten unto you, being provoked thereunto by feven Queries 
ſent by*2 Zearned Papiſt, who in his laſt to me, does undertake to deliver: 
himſelf from this Difficulty atter this manner 3 We may (faith he) prove. 


the Church by the Holy Scripture, and the Scripture by the Church, and 


this 
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Dear the Church: Ei 
thts by a Regreſſus Demonſtrativus, without a vicious Cirele, becauſe we, 
ſuppoſe them both ſufficiently proved, and pruaently accepted for ſuch, by all 
the Motives of Credibility, as Miracles, Holineſs, &c. by. which Chriſt. 
proved himſelf and his New Goſpel, But as for the Senſe of the Serigture, 
I have more than ſufficiently demonſir ated, that the Scripture it ſelf cannot 
bear witneſs fer it, but that this muſt be had from a Living Fudg, vir, the 
Church, the Infallible Taterpreter of God's Word, 

To this 1 anſwer briefly : That is a vicious Circle, out. of which 
no Man can lawfully deliver himſelf, but muſt run in a Round with- 
out end 3 and truly ſuch is this Circular Argumentation of my Adverfary, 
1. He will prove his Church by the Scripture. 2. He will prove the 
Scripture tq be true by his Church, and he will. prove his Church true 
by the. Scripture, before - the Scripture be proved true; and he will 
prove the..Scripture to be true, after it hath proved his Church true, 
This Meander is no way to be avoided that I can fee, but by ſuffering 
either the Scripture, or the Church to be its own Evidence : for his De- 
monſtrative Regreſs makes his Caſe worle 3 for by it, they be both ſuffici- 
ently proved, before-cither of them be proved, and both prudently ac- 
cepted, before either of them be accepted 3 and which is meſt firange 
of all the reſt, theſe things are all done before the Scripture hath - any 


\ Senſe known: for of this he is the m6ft of all confident, That the Senſe 


of the Scripture muſt be had from a Living Fudg, viz. the Church, the 
Infallible Interpreter of God's Word, So that this is the Concluſion of 
the whole Matter ; Fhe Scripture without Senſe muſt prove the Ros 
man Church, and the Roman Church muſt then give the 'Senle- of 


' that Scripture, which had no Senſe before, . when it proved Ker. ta 


be the Church: here is indeed a Regrefſz, but no ſuch thing as a 
Demonſtrativns. 

Methinks wiſe Men ſhould conſider that the Holy. Scripture: is [ts. own 
Intespreter in a great, it not the greateſi part of it, the. New Teliament 
being the beſt Interpreter of the Old Teſtament, and of it {elf allo in 
many places : For Example 3 It tells us in one place, that the Heavens 
muſt receive Chriſt txom the time of His Aſcenſion, il! the times of 7e- 
feſring ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord. Ails 3. 21. And 
nence we hold, that no Chriſtian muſt ſay that the real Body of Chrittz 


_ which aſcended to Heaven, is upon- the Earth, till he ſhall be ſent the {e- 


cond time, [ for God ſhalt ſend Jeſus, faith St. Peter | becauſe the Scrips 


- ture tells us in another place, That if Teſs were on Eatth, . he ſhould net 


be a Prieſt, Heb. $. 4. 
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36 £:ar the Church, 
JT - Itis therefore as plain as plain-can be, that the. Papiſts make -void 
; the Priefthood of Chritt, and contradict St. Perer himſelf, when - they 

rell*. the World that the real Body of Chriſt: which aſcended into Hea- 
ven, is now really, camally, corporally preſent upon. the ' Earth, that 
3s, upon their Altars, and in the Hands: and Months of their Prieſts 
_ and People, as often as they exlebrate Maſs, and conſequently he is fo 
far from being received into, Reaven till'the time of  his.- ſecond com- 
mg, that he is, according, to. their own Opinion, received bodily upon 
Exrth ten thouſand times, and in ten thouſand places, to his being once 
received bodily into Heaven, Sure their Opinion is directly againſt the 
Scripture, as ſure as their Tranſubſtantiation is directly againit the . beſt 
Senſe, and the belt Reaſon, with which Almighty God hath endowed the 
beft of Men, as has been clearly evidenced 'by many learned D:iſcourfes 3 
among which, I would commend to your Perufal, one lately Publiſhed, 
under the Title of A Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſt antiation : Printed this 
Year, and fold by Mr. Aylmer at the Three Pigeons againlt the Royal Ex- 
change, Price Sjx Pence. 

My Learned Adverſary, and indeed the Papsfts generally, do urge us 
vehemently after this manner, admitting, that the Church ts to follow the 
Rule of God's revealed Word in all her Definitions ; yet they hold” it ex- 
tremely irrational, that all that can read it, ſhould be bs own Interpreter of 
it, for ſo, fay they, He will be his own Judge. And as in a Nation where 
no Judg of the Law is appointed, there can be no Juſtice, but every Man 
will be his own Judg ; ſo likewiſe, unleſs there be a Supreme Judge in 
Matters of Faith, to wit, the Church, from whom no Appeal may be al- 

+ lowed, there can be no end of Controverſies, &c. This Objection is con- 
{iderable : To which Ifay, ; 

1. What my Adverſary means by God's revealed Word, 1 do not very 
well underſtand, but 1 doubt he extends that Term farther than the Holy 
Scripture, elſe 1 am ſure enough, the Church of Rome has no revealed 
Word of God to follow in very many of her Obſervations: But to let this 
paſs at preſent, I anſwer to the Objection thus 3 | 

2. It ſeems to be built upon many dangerous Suppolitions, ſuch as 
theſe, That we ouyht to reſt upon the Sentence of a Prieſt (for we mult 

_ hear the Church out of his Mouth) for the fate of our Soul, as on the Sen- 
tence of a Judge in a Civil Court fora matter of Debt, &'c. and that we 
are no more bound to ſearch the Scriptures for Eternal Life, than to 
. fearch the Statute-Book for our Temporal Life [nay, here I do them 
no wrong, for they will permit us to read the Statute-Book, but they 


forbid 


forbid us to read the Holy Some), % 26418 the Prieſt cannot dew 
ceive us3 when the Prophet tells..us, that though the Prieſts Lips ſhenld,, 
preſerve Knowledze, and that-we ſhould. ſeek, the Law at. his Mouth, yet . 
they have cauſed 1 many to ſtumble at the Law,: becauſe they had been partial. 
inthe Law, Malac. 2. 8. It ſuppoſes, whoever. talls undex the Sentence. 
of the Prieſt, is as {urely dainned, as he 1s caſt or hanged, that falls wn-+ 
der the Sentence of a Judge in Law. { Which-may.be-talie, for.the Prieſts; 
did jointly ſentence our Bleſſed Saviour, Saying, We have a Law, and 
our Law he ought to die, It's true, whatſocver the Church doth bind on 
Earth, # bound in Heaven , but. then nothing is bound on Earth, 
unleſs ſhe judge righteouſly 3 for it is written, that the Curſe cauſeleſs 
| ſhall not come, Prov. 26, 2. and ſeeing ſhe may be deceived, (at leaft 
by falſe Witneſſes)' She may condemn the Innocent, though She had no. 
mindto-do fo, - which ſhews She is not infallible, w hatever m_ talk to 
the contrary.J Idonot like this Opinion, theretore becauſe it leaves not 
Liberty for thoſe whom the Church condemns, to appeal ſo much as. 
to Almighty God, who knows the Hearts of a!l Men, whiltt the: 
Cue, knows ther not. But. I anſwer farther to the Objection, by 
aying, 
x here? is a gf OED Authoritative ; this indeed muſt be referr'd 
to the Church, and no wiſe Man ever thought otherwiſe, and the 
Members of the Church mult be content to abide the Sentence of the 
Church, though they be innocent, till God clears their Innocency; 3. 
but all this while we. ſuppoſe the Church. we ſpeak of,, to. be a true 
Church, 'and that She- judges according ro Evidence; and. yet becaute 
She knows not all Secrets, nor all things contained in the | Scrip= 
tures, we allo ſuppoſe She ma y poſſibly miltake, though never 19 
Honeſt, But, 
2, There is a Judgment of Knowledg, or: Diſcretion,. by which, Men 
receive the Truth of the Goſpel, -as underſtanding, and fo- believing, it. 
to be ſo; and by the ſame Judgment he refuſes what is fal'e, as bi 
tending i it to be ſo and till his Underſtanding be well informed, or rati- 
onally ſatisfied by convincing Evidence, he cannot, if he have the Undery; 
ſtanding, and Spirit of a Man, do either the one or the other. And hence. 
it 1s, that Salvation, (and conſequently the means, to-obrain it) are offes. 
red to-Men in the rhanner of choice, Fofb. 24. 1 5: .Chuſe then this. Day, 
whom you will ſerve. Heb, 11.25, Moſes choſe rather to [»ffer Afﬀiitti- 
on with the People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures ef $4 for a Sea> 
Jon. And Cnnch as all Men are not called at the tar Mynant, byt 
| (Cu: 4 


| 432 * Hear the Church. 
4 ſom receive the'Truth in their Youth, others in their middle Age, fome 
'” not till Old Age'3 alf the Liberty which we can,contend for, is, that Men. 
way have the treeuſe of their Means, by which they tnay know the Truth, 
and be allowed to underſtand it before they be adinitted to Sacred things, 
that they may not only be able to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in them, 
but alſo be able to do (as they are alſo exhorted) Prove every Man his own. 
Work, that he may have refoycing in himſelf alane, and not in another, 
Gal. 6.4, 5, Thus much m aniwer to this Objection. | ns 
There is no Man living that would more gladly ( than my ſelf) give 
to the Church of God, all that Honour and Obedience which God hath 
allowed Her 3 but to fay, She cannvt err, is to make Her more like God 
\  thanShe is. I think all that can be ſafely affirmed; is, That She ſhall 
not failfo, as utterly to ceaſe from being, but that God will have a 
 Churchin the World, to be his Witneſs to the end of the World, though. 
the Apoſtacy be never o great, or ſeeming]y univerſal. - And-as it pleaſed 
.God to foreſhew the great Apoſtacies, which ſhould. be. found among 
' the Chriſtian Nations: So he. was gracjouſly. pleaſed to intermix ſome. 
words of comfort, that when it fhould fo fall out, "that the” Spouſe of. 
-Chriſt ſhould be like the Dove zn the ſecret places of the-Stairs, Cant..2, 
I4. or thruſt into Priſons, and out of tight, which might caufe” the Faith-. 
ful even to think there was no Church remaining (like that of the Pro. 
:phet, who deſired rather to die than to live, becauſe he thought the Faith- 
fal' had utterly failed, and himſelf left alone) 1 fay, that then. they. 
ſhould remember that the' Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail, againſt the. 
Church, and therefore God hath always had a Church, however the might. 
be obſcured. 

Finally, Brethren, my Hearts deſire and Prayer to God for you, is, that 
you may be of one Mind and Judgment in all the Will of God, and e- 
ſþecially in theſe Sacred Principles before mentioned, and in the Conftitu-. 

fion of your Miniſtry, in reſpe&t of the Threefald Order of Miniſters, un- 
der which the firſt Churches were undoubtedly governed,vzz. Meſſengers, 
Elders, and Deacons, And 1do the rather adviſe to this, becauſe ſome 


have been pleaſed to publiſh in'Print, that there are only two Offices re- 
maininy in the Church of Chriſt, viz. Elders and Deacons 3 This Presby.. 
terian Principle, will, 1 fear, undo ſuch as receive it. They boldly tell. 
us, that the Office of Timothy and Titus was Temporary, as. if they had. 
none to ſuceed them. What I have formerly written.in the defence of the. 
firſt of theſe Offices, 'is extant among you, and as yet unanſwered, and to. 


| .ttat Lxefer you. 


Tonk 


EO IN 


\&: frequent Churches, and fing Plalms.. 


' Qur Diviſions have been, and will , If continued, very prejudigial- 
to the Truth it ſelf; and our Adver ies know: how to make -uſe ob. 
them againſt us, and our Holy Profeflion, though they cannot be Ig- 
norant of the great Diviſions which, were. in the Churches in_ the Apo- 
ſtles Days, nor ſhould they be ignorant of their own, .and to the end 
they may ſee they are no more happy in that matter, than their Neigh- 
bours, let them conlider what Bernard bath written of, them, as he is 
od by the Learned, in Cant. Serm. 33. His Words are to- this 
effec. | ES ERS. | 
_ « From whom ſhall the Church hide her ſelf? All are Friends, and. 
« allareEnemies 3 all are Kinsfolks, and all are Adverfaries 3 all are. 
*«* Houſhold Servants, and there is. none at peace 3. all are Neighbours, 
« and all feek but their own Profit. . They are Miniſters of Chrilt, 
< and ſerve Anti-Chriſt3 they do walk in the' Honour of the Good» 
« nef5of the Lord, unto whom they do no Honour. ' Thereby cometh. - 


+5 4 6 < 


«* ment and {iweet Savour ; Thereby are the Parkes filleds. Therefore would; 
& they be; ay ats the Princes of the Churches. . The Provoſis, Deans, 
«' Arch-Deicons, Biſhops, \Arch-Biſhoz 'S, AF d.cheſethings come not Jaws 
& fully, but becauſe they walk-in the &Þ44 nels. ©. 

* Behold now in Peace my bitterneſs is molt bitter. It.hath been -before- 
& bitter in theDeath of Martyrs, afterwards more bitter in: Controverſy 
« with Hereticks 3 now it is-molt bitter in the manners of thole of oux.own: 
« Houſe. We can neither chaſe them away, they ate.{0 tnig ty, and: . 
« multiplied without Number 3 the Sores and Plagues of rhe Church are: 
<« entred into the inward/parts, and. are incurable, and therefore. is- her. 
&« Bitternuſs moſt bitter. ' | — = 
 Andin Pſal. 90.6, 11. © Olord Jeſus, thou haſt multiplied:the Peo-- 
« ple, but not encreaſed their Joy 3 all the Chriltians almoſt, do ſeek. 
& thefr own Profit, they have removed the Offices to ſhameful Gain, and: - 
& into Works of Darknels, and- the Health of Souls is not ſearched for, 
<« but the Pleaſure of Vices :. Thereforeare they ſhorn :. Therefore do they: 


2 Tley; 
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6 ArchiBiſhopricks, &c. There retmdineth nothing, Ut that t 
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© They contend moſt impudently. daily by Proceſs,, ,ſor Ripe 
ad i+s co 8 2% ;\f 17 4 $ ie * ta bp) W-1Y e.;Man 
& of Sift, the'Sofi of Perdition, be revealed. "i ET 

- "And on the Converſion of St. Paul, © Alas, O Lord God, for theſe are 


4 


' © the firtt which do perſecute thee, whom we do ſee to love the higheſt 


« Strength have taken the Arches. of 5z0n, and afterward free!y* have {et all 
< the City on fire. ', Their Converſation ..is miſerable, the Subverſion. of 


thy People'is pitiful. And fpeakrng to the Pope, he ſaith, © This Mortal 


& Corruption hath not befun in thy days, but 1 pray God it mayend in 
& thy time. In the mean time thou'art apparelled and decked up -very 
« porgeouſly. If 1durſt ſpeak, thy Seat is rather a Pack of Devils than- of 
« 'Yheep. Did St. Peter do fo.? Did St, Paul mock.'after that ſort ? _Be- 
© hold the murmuring and complaint of all Churches, they dq. cry 
«Gut that they are cut in pieces, and diſmembred. There are 


| E'very' few, or almoſt none, that- do not fear the Stroak or Wound, 


Thus far Bernard. ' Y 
' Let not then thePapiſts conteran or deſpiſe us, becauſe, of ſome Des 
Qs; inrefpet of Unity neither let us defpile them, becauſe of: the 
Diſcords whichhave [been,” or are among them, "Let us beware ofthe 
cauſe of thoſe Calamities; 'and' ſifive" only; for the true Form, and due 
Power of Godlineſs, then ſhall the Spirit of Hatred, which hath inſerted 
it ſelfamongft Chriftians,” be rooted out 3 and. then {hall that great Badge 


| of Chriſtianity, unfeipned Love, (eventhe Love of God, ſhed abroad. in 


our Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt) -pollels.the Ryort' of all qur bitter Cons. 
' rejitiohs' **That thus it may be, is the'Prayer'of Ep eta | 


Your, Loving Brother, 


i ' Wruten m the _ 11 oo 2 (113147.3)8G0 19s 4, Sat 
nn our: way ball 


* 
& #: % 


potent Party. %e 75 i & 


-for his Chyrch than She.could have thought or delieg,© .. 
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Concerning the Original Manuſcripts of the Holy Scriptures.” 


BRETHREN, | 
WY Ecaulc our Learned Adverſaries are worit to amuſe weak Chrittians, 
| by telling them they krew not the Originals, &c. Ithought hit to 
tranſ{ctibe part of what have formerly printed in Anſwer to this 
ſpecious- Objection 3,: 1: the Introduftion of my Book, of Primitive 


 Chriftianity, how vain and pernicious this Talk is about the Origiyal, will 


appear, when you conlider, That no Mau living ever” faw the very. Papers 
in which the Prophets and Apoſtles did write the firſt Draughts of the Holy 


Scriptures, and therefore none have the Originals, but only Copies of $crip- 


ture. | And let not this offend any Man : For, | EY fa 
It ſeems to have. been. the belt for all. Chriſtians, that after many Copies 
are taken and ſpread into many Nations, theſe firſt Draughts ſhould not con- 


tinue long) for hadany now but ſo much Confidence, as to-fay they haie 


thele very firſt Sheets of Paper to-{ſhew, how might they trouble the whole ._ 
World with\ſuch-a Report ?-and how might they abuſe the World.and all 


the Churches in the'\World at pleaſure ? as by adding or taking away, and | 


who ſhould corre& the Qriginal? |. +. 


Suppoſe-theRoman Church had thoſe Manuſcripts in their Hands, what 


Miſts might they calt upon the Nations, and who could come to the ſight 


of them todiſcover any ſuch abuſe ? and the ſame may be faid of any other 


LIES 2 £1:311ÞD 1 þ Ir,? AUICGD 
But gow:the Originals being no. where .to,be, found, ;but_yet a multitade 


of Copies extant,/,and the {ame,tranſlated. by multitudes-of Men into {eve- 


ral Languages 3 by this means all are forced to be more peaceable than per= 
haps they.are willing tobe, fince they have only Copies of the Divine b. | 
racles, and others have Copies.as well as they, {o-that they cannone of th 


pretend to-have-ever ſeen the!Qriginal,: and therefore can they, leſs  Quayel 
b WY * Ba \ 4 . 4 \- CITI 1 
-about: their! Copies, 4 Thus :hath\God.s Wiſdom diſpoſed herein,. better 


_ 
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> 
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And it is worth Obſervation, that {carce apy of the.Churches t0 whom 2 
St. Paul wrote, had the Original ſent to them, (except the Galatians jbue - 


 had-only-erain; Cypies pircten by divers Hands. For, Inſtance, The | 
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| »Epiſtle tothe Hebrews was-written-byTimothy,...as.*tis. aid. in. the.Poſi- | 
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ſcript, The Epiſtle to the Romans was written by Tertius. Four Perſons 
wrote the Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Poſi-{cript. Two Brethren wrote 
the Second Epiſtle. Poſt-{cript. Tichicus and Onefimns wrote that to Co- 
boſſus. All.thele Churches had only Copies, and for ought appears, never 


a. 


faw the Qriginals. & 


And what if ſome of theſe Copies did accidentally vary ſome Word or 


 Tittle, ate the Sacred Epililes ever the worſe, ſo long as the Holy Doctrine 
therein contained, was not injured ? Can we.think that when the Holy A- 


poliles preached, that they had ſtill the very felf-ſame Phraſes ? This were 


" Idle to imagine, and yet they had the ſelt-ſlame Goſpel to preach in every 


Place. --- | | | | 
I ſpeak not this, as it I approved of altering the Holy Writings no,not 
in the leaſt zota 3 yet if accidentally, in Tranſcribing,'or Printing, there 


' ſhould be ſome ſuch Failure, 1 do not think that by and by that Copy were 


to be rejected, or the Authority of the Scriptures therefore to-be called in 
queſtion, that Men might ſet up thetnſelves above it. Some under preterice 
of being the Church, and othets pretending the Spirit, whilſt they bath re- 


" je& the Church and the Spirit, as hcld forth in, and ſpeaking by the Holy 


Scriptures. A plain Inſtance of this, we have in the Papiſts, and moſt 
Pado-Baptifts, who whilſt they ſeem to admire General Councils, Fathers, 
&'c, they regard not the Decrees of the beft Councils and Fathers, which 
were held by the Apoſtles and Elders, and Brethren at Jernſalem, who a- 
mong other things, forbid the eating of things trangled, and Blood; which 
the Church obſerved for ſeveral hundreds of Years -after '| for indeed rhe 

were delivered to the Churches to be kept, not to be broken, Afts 16.1,2. 

and yet without all Conſcience of theſe Decrees, they feed upon Blood, c. 
And on the other fide, how rigidly do they impoſe the Decrees of the Trent 
Council in the Caſe of Tranſubſtantiation (tho never heard of before it 


' was there invented)inſomuch as they have puniſhed with the crueleſtDeath, 


ſuch as in Conſcience could not ſubſcribe rnto it. ' God give them a better 


Underſtanding, and more Moderation for the future. 


But ye, Brethren, as you have received thefe Holy Decrees among the reſt 


_ of the Heavenly Rules left unto us by the moſt Antient Fathers, even the 
 Apofiles of our Lord, fo walk jn them, and keep the Ordinances 4s they were 


delivered by them, whoreceived them of the Lord. Now the Lord increaſe + 
our Faith, that we may be able to ftand faſt in the-Truth, and to overcome © 


- all Difficulties. So prays your Brother, 


- Thomas Grantham, - 
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EPITOME 


OF THE CHIEF 


CONTROVERSIES 


BETWEEN -ITHE 


PAPISTS, 


ND THE 


l 4 


Baptized Believers. 


——__—— 


By THOMAS GRANTHAM 
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bad 


' Let that therefore abide in you which you have heard from the Beginning - 
if that which ye have heard from the Beginning ſhall remain in you, ye 
alſo ſhall continue in the Son, and in the Father, and this is the Promiſe 
which he hath promiſed us, even Eternal Life, 1 John. 


- Unto the perfe&t Words of the New-Teſtament' nothing may be added, | 
and from which nothing may be taken away, by him that will lead a 
' Life agreeable to the Goſpel. Apollinar, l. 5.c. 14. 
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TOI HE 


READER: 


Chriſtian Friend, | | 
WT # now about fix and twenty Years ſince it. pleaſed 4: 
\ Learned Papiſt to ſend ſeven Queries to the People comn-- 
- monly called Anabaptiſts, .in the County. of. -Lincoln, a-- 
bout which many Papers. were exchanged, and in the- 
Tear 1662; fome part of them were-Printed under the Title of 
the Baptiſt apainf{'che Papiit, or the Scripture and: Rowe. in: 
Contention about. the Supreme Seat'of Judgment in Contros. 
verſies of Religion. To which the Queriſt never replied in; 
Print, but only ſent me « few Notes in Manuſcript ; which ſe+: | 
ven Queries, with my {even Anti-queries I ſhall -aynex -to this. 
| FEpiftle : with ſomeentargement upon:the Anti-queries. _ -. 
| 1.he Truth is, T did then, and dv ftill look upon. this: ſort of 
| Chriſtian-Adverſaries (ſo Icall them) to be the moſt ſubtil, as: 
well as coherent with their Principles, keeping cloſe to their Argu=- 
ments, and uſing all very much the ſame Mediums : and: were. 
the Truth with them (as in many things I am ſatisfied-it is not); 
this very thing would be their high Commendation. * 
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| The Epiſtle to the Reader. 

But miſſing the Heavenly Mark (more i the pity) they muſt 
needs be the more dangerous, wherein they ſtand oppoſed to the 
Truth, of which being very ſenfwle, 1'cannvt,” as I love' plain 
Truth, and the Souls of all Men, but indeavour ai much as in me 


| +, after a Chriſtian ſort to undective (if it may be) ſome of 
| them, and toprevent others from being deceived by them. 


T ſpeak not this as fearing them, but as truly loving them, as 
they betr Fhe nant,of Chriffians, and doubtleſsare as zealous in 
their way as any, tho I do werily believe they are under the greateſt 
miſtakes of any that profeſs the Chriſtian Religion, except pro- 
feſſed Enthuſiaſts. [JT BR T Y 

That 1 treat them in Love is no new thing, let my Words 
written more than:twenty 'years ſince witneſs now, in my Epiſtle 
to the Reader thus you find them. Not that T-envy thoſe of 
the Papal Church, or deſire them any evil ; Not that I de- 
ſire they ſhould be expoſed to a Suffering Condition for mat- 
ters of Religion, or that they {hould be denied any liberty 
Mm that reſpe& which I.defire my ſelf,: nor for any other pre= 
| Judice (God knoweth) do I publiſhthis ſmall Tries 
© And what-? ſaid then, 1 ſay now, being verily perſwaded by 
' . theStripture, and all good Principles which I could ever meet 
is with, þ 


under our differing Sentiments from the heblifhed Form or 


Order of Worſhip, &c. But I am no Diftator, IT muſt leave 


theſe things to the pleaſure of God, and the prudence of our Go- 
wvernors," only this is wy Determination, in Chriſt's ſtrength. to 
live and die faithful to what T know of the ways of Truth, and to 


hy own Conſcience, Praying conſtantly for the happineſs of my 


Prince, and all his peaceable Subjeits. Sv 
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| at they and all Men [living .ſoberly and quietly under: 
the Government] ought. to have at leaſt a friendly connivance 
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- the ſaid Parties, concerning Chrifi and his Church as made kngwn. by'the: : 


Dn —_— 


<. 


—C— 
—_ 


The. Tkxd PART. 


ht. Es 


Containing an EPITOME of the Controverſies de- 


pending between thoſe who are commonly. called .Þ A- 
P.ISTS, and thoſe commonly called A NA- 
BAPTISTS: Occafioned by Seven Queries 
propounded by a Learned PAPIST. 


© Parts of the Author, above his Brethren, nor yet above his Adver- 
” faries (many of whom are undoubtedly Men. of very rare Patts 
and Accompliſhments) which moveth hun thus to appear, . and to: 


| E T the Chriſtian Reader know. that it is no idle Conceit of the | 


call forth all the Strength of Rome in Argument to. detend their Church 


and Religion againſt the poor Baptized Churches inithis Nation : But it is 
only the Clear Evidence of Truth, on their fide, as containedin the holy 
Oracles of God, which gives Boldneſs to this great Undertaking, Which 


 inall due Hamility, Chriftian Love, and! yet with holy Contidence, is: + 


thus.ettempted, tor a fair Trial of the Caſe or Caſes depending between + 
the Parties above mentioned. In the Name of God therefore let uis:pxo- 


- ceed to the Particulars of the Seven Qweries-ſent to the Baptiſts by aLear- * 


ned Papift, which indeed contains the Sum of the Controverſies between: 


preaching of the Golpe!. 
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Ty Papiſt Query 1, | Baptiſt Antiquery 1. 
Whether we are to reſolve all What Controverſy in point of 


Differences *5n point of Raligior Religion can you reſolve with-" 
only out of tint? then Word of God? © out the Written Word of God ? 


St Me. lth, ab | And whether the written Word of 
. God be a perfe&t Rule for Matters of Religion? 
The firſt Part of thu Anti-query concludes in the Negative ; the latter 
' . Part in the Affirmative, and affords ( as I think) this undeniable Argu- 
ment, | 
That whith % the only perfett Rule to all Chriftians im the greateſt Mat- 
-rers of Religion, and that without which neither Chriſt, the Church, nor 
Chriſtian Religion can be known, t5 the only infallible Rule by which all Con- 
troverſies in point of Religzon areto be reſolved.” 
..' But the Holy Scriptures are the'only perfett Rule to all Chriſtians in the 
. greateſt Matters of Religion and that without which neither Chriſt, the 
"Church, nor the Chriſtian Religion can'be known. CRY, 
- | Ergo, .The. Haly Scriptures are the only infallible Rule by which all Con- 
troverſies4n point of Religion among. Chriſtians are to be reſolved, 


Papiſt Query 2. oy Baptiſt Anti-query 2 


- ': How: know you preciſely what ts Whether ſome Book muſt fot 
-thetrue Wordof God ? of neceſlity ſpeak for it ſelf [or be 
A END received for God's Word upon its 
ownEvidence ?] and whether the Holy Scriptures do not beſt deſerve 
:that.privilege?: And whether -it be. not too- great preſumption to ſay, 
- There are no Holy Books;.:but thoſe-which you and we have received for 
ſuch, feeing thoſe which we have, :tell-us. there were other Holy Writings, 
which never yet came to our Hands, \nor to. yours ? 
1 ,Foraſmuch as no Society of Chriſttans tnitheſe days can bear witneſs to. 
:#be truth of any thing upon their own kzowledg,. fight, or hearing (as the 
- Hpoſtles:did, '1 John"1. 2 Pet. 1. 16.) for. ſcarce ;ſo much.as one hundred 
.yeats, and this their Teſtimony, alſo, being but of human Authority, stre- 
'nainetly of neceſſity, that ſome Books: of  Kecord.muſt be received upou the 
- Antbority of the Author, in-whoſe Name they ſpeak, and the Divine 'E- 
| widence of the Matter contained in them ; and hence,” we argue, the Suffi- 
| Cichenty of the Scriptures own Authority, to command our reception of them, 
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Jpeaking to us in the Name of God, and carrying in themſelves Divine E- 


- vidences in reſpett of. the matters therein contangd; :;._) i\icl © 


Papiſt Query 3\— © Baptif dmirqueryge! fs. 


How know! you that your Copies What Copies and Tranſlations 
and Tranſlations of the Bible, are the of the Scriptures have you that are 


true Word of God, ſince the Original more true than ours? And where }. 


Writings arenot come to your Hands? are the Original Manuſcripts of the 
| | . Prophets and Apoſtles ? | 
Seeing it was nat the Pleaſure of the Divine Wiſdom, to preſerve, aud - 
preſent to all Nations, the very firſt Pieces of Paper in which the Divine 
Oracles were written ;, but rather to preſerve many Copies, and cauſe them 
to be ſpread throughout the World. And ſeeing'no ſort of Chriſtians 
dare pretend to have Tranſlated any of thoſe Copies by an infallible Peng but - 
only according ta the beſt Skill they have acquired or learned in the Original 
Tongues; It would better become all LearnedCbriſtians to bendiheir Minds 
to reciifie (what they may) any 1mper fettion or Miſtake that mey be many 
of the Tranſlations, rather than by ſuch: Queries as this, to_optti'a'Gap: ts 
Unbelief and Irreligion. | 95, ES 
And though much might be ſaid (by a captions Perſon) againſt the 
Engliſh Tranſlation of the Papitis, yet to prevent vain Jaridling, we 
refuſe not to be tried in the Caſes depending in theſe Queries and Anti- 
queries, either by their Tranſlation of the Bible, 'or by that which 1 allowed 
by Authority ? And ſeeing 110 Papitt 15 able to prodice the prime Oraginaliz 
let them beware haw they quarrel with our co leſt ſome quarrel with © 
theirs: and ſo inflead of Edification, they bring forth nothing but vain 
Contention ; and ſhew themſelves ungrateful to God, nd miſchievoms to Men, 
For what Man of any Modeſty would upbraid another, becauſe he never ſaw 
the OriginalWritings, when neither himſelf, nor any Man living ever {aw 
them,” nor is ever like to ſee them ? x 5 ak 


*. ASS * 


= "REIN 
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Where we differ about the Seuſe 
of the Word, 
. Fried? The dead Letter cannot ex- 


by whom muſt we be 
[_ be they Fathers or Councils] by. 
whom muſt we be tried ? * Theſe 


plainit ſelf. 
. cannot ſpeak for themſelves,. more 


than the Scriptures:; And whether, the Scriptures being compared toge- 
 ther,do not explain themſelves ? Alſo, whether this be not.an opprobrious, 
and ignominious Speech, for you to.call the Scripture a dead Letter ? And 
' whether the true Lovers of the Scriptures, ever vouchlatedthem ſuch - ill, 


and indeed improper Language ? | | 

Of all the Seven Queries, thts is the moſt difficult ſee what we have 
ſaid to this Difficulty #n our precedent Epiſtle. Let the Papiſts prove them- 
ſelves-to be the true Church, and the Contention about . the Power of the 
Church to decide Differences which may ariſe about themeaning of the Scrip- 


| Bures, will-with more eaſe be brought to a period, In the mean time, as - 


we-miiſt every one give an account of our ſelves to God, ſo it is the Duty 
of every:Chriſtian.to labaur to- nnderſtand the Scriptures, Mat. 24. 15, 
Prov. 22. 20, 21.. | 


Papilt Query 5. 


: What clear Text have-you out of © 
the Scriptures, for the Proceſſion of 
the-Holy Ghoft from the Father and 
the Son-?. Or- for. changing the Sab- 
bath from Saturday 1o.Sunday ? Or 
for prohibiting Poligamy, or-Infant- 
Baptiſm ? And whether there be not 
as. clear Texts to prove unwritten 
Traditions, Purgatory, and the-Re- 
al. Preſence ? . 


Baptiſt Antiquery 5... 


true Church be-not Ore ? And 
whether the one- Baptiſm. be not 
exprelly. found. in .the Scriptures ? 
and. whether the Scriptures do not 
prohibit all Baptiſm of Water, be- 
fide that one ?+. And whether | the 
P apifts have not conteſſed, in many 
of their Books, that 1nfant-Baptiſm 
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When we differ about the true 
Church, or the:meaning of Authors - 


Whether the- Baptiſm of the. 


is not found in, nor grounded up-. 
on the Scripture ? And then, whes- - 
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ther it'be not clear, thatall the Texts,- which ſpeak of Baptiſm in Wa- - 


ter, do prohibit Infan-Baptiſm?-= Alſo,. whether Johs 15.26. and 14.. 


25: and 16.7. be-not clear. Texts, -that the Holy Spfrit proceedeth 


c from the F ather, and the Son. ? Alſo whether I Cor, To I, 2, Jo do not :. 
UW. LT i: | | | | 
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 pear:the Church: | 


; having two Husbands ? And, whether it do nat clearly prohibit the latter? 
Alſo, whether there be any that hold the Firſt Day of the Week-under the 
notion of a Sabbath, among the Baptized Chien: ; and yet whether 
there be not clear proof for the Religious Obſervation of .it ? As 
20. 7. 1.Cor, 16.2, Allo, whether jt be not abſurd for you to. un | 
for clew' Texts, to prove unwritten things ? Alſo whether Pur 

ry, and the Real Preſence as you hold them, are not plainly deſtructive 
to 0 ſome Axticles of the Chriſtian Faith : ? 


For, is not this the Faith of all ſound Chriſtians, 


IT. That Almi ohry God ales love no Creature in this World, ſo much as 
the Creature Man: nor does he take any Creature on Earth into that 
«nearneſs of Umon with binelf, as the Souls and Boares of thoſe | that 
ſhall be ſaved? | 


2. That the bleſſed Body of Chriſt, after his Aſcenſion into Glory, admits 
of no Change, either y Aaaition to his Subſtance of his Fleſh and a, 
or Diminution of ary patt thereof from either ? 


Now it is moſt certain, that the Opinion of the Real Preſence [= 
Tranſubſtantiation of. Bread and Wine into the very Body--and Blood 
of Chriſt, God-Man, doth evidently militate againſt theſe clear Truths, 


with the. greateſt oppolition, as will appear by. theſe Confideratious fol- 


Jowing : 


1, Though the Love of God to Mankind, eſpecially to all chat ſhall 
| be faved, is exceeding great 3 yet it is certain, he never did; nor ever 
will SO take them into Union with himſelf, AS. to Tranſubſtantiate 
their Bodies into the Divine Subſtance'of Chriſt, and ſo. make their 
Fleſh, of the ſame Efſence with himſelf, as he-is God: Bajo for 


- CVer.. 


And. therefore i it is.in.no wiſe to. be believed, That God FOEYD fe) 
Faves the Creatures, Rread and Wine, 'as-to turn, or tranſubſtantiate the 
vey Subſtance of them. into the very Subſtance of: the only. Son of On, 
whim x we believe to be of one Subſtance with the F ather, * 


92 r._ r 3 
\ -a5 much-prohibi it one Man for having two'-Wives, -as one Woman for 
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32. Hear the 'Church: 

+ Ir'isfvirther to be confidered, That though the two'Natures:in' Chrift,. * 
5. e. the Divine, and Human, are united after an unſpeakable manner; yer 
no Chriſtian does believe, that God did rranſubſtantiate the Subſtance of 
the Harman Nature, into the Subſtance of the Divine Nature, and that 
theForms of Fleſhand Blood only does remain. How then.is it at all cre- 
dible that, God ſhould Deifie the Creatures of Bread and Wine, by turning 
them into the Divine Effence as well as Humane,. to be worſhipped with 
the higheſt degree'of. Adoration which 1s proper to God himfelf? Conc. Trent. 
Sefl. 13. Can.6. And the Words of ' Bellarmin are very plain > God (faith | 
he) # verily and truly to. be worſhipped, Mat. 4. But Chriſt in the- Eucha= | 
riſk, is very God; Ergo. ' See Dr. Willet Synopl. Papil. p, 561. : 


© * Thus much of the firſtPropoſitioni; -And'for the Second 3 


2. Ttis to'be'tonfidered, That Hf the very (ubftance of Bread and Wine, be Þ 
really tranſubſtantiated into the Subſtance of Chriſt's Fleſh and Blood, | 
then they do either remain that ſame Subſtance of Chriſt's Fleſh for ever, * 

* or elſe thiey. ar6 after ſometime cither annihilated, -or turned to-Corrup- 
' Hon: "But to Yay-either of thele, 'is-flatly to-denyz- or -oppole expre!s 
* Scripture, which tells us, . That the". Fleſh of Chriſt ſaw 10. 

Aqs 2.27. Corruption, and that he continueth ever, And: for the fit, 

_ Heb. 7. 24, - that Bread and Wine, after the Words of Confecration, re- 

© + -» mais for ever, of the Subſtance of Chrift's:Real'Body, it is- 

"no-way credible.” For. then the Body of Chrift muſt have zeceived a. 

- mighty Augmentation ſince its Aſcenſion. © For, BSE RT c.10 


If all the Bread which has been conſecrated for. alinolt 1700 years, ſhall 
beſuppoſed to be all:in one place, at any. time (as {axe the whole Fleſh of 
Chriſt's Body is ſo)! itmight,.- for Magnitude, compare with a Mountain. 
And if all the yaſt quantity of Wine,- which hath been conſecrated/for the | 
like ſpace of time, were ſuppoſed to be colleed (asſure all:the Blood of 
Chriſt remains'in, his Body, being impoſſibleto be ſhed fince he went' into 
Heaven) it might compare with a conſiderable Fountain of Water.” 'But 
both theſe are ſo very abſurd; that "tis hoped no Chriſtian. will aftixm them). 
and therefore thatDodtrine of Tranſubſtantiation, which! neceffarily:infers_ 


—_ 
- 


theſe; and'many more Abſurdities, 'is by nb means to be received, 5:2 727 
If the Papifts {hall reply, andfay, That though the Bread? 2nd-Wiie (be 
really turned into'the Flefh-and Blood, Body,Soul, andDivinity of Cheift;; | 
yet it is not neceſſary that they xemain.ſo for ever 3. I ſhall. earnelily one 4 


- Hear the: the: Chyreeh. '53] 
them to ſhew us what | nr of it then? And I ask whether by fach re= 
ply theydo1 not_ make'the Real and Glorious Body of Chrift the moſt mu- 
table thing'in Heaven and Earth, 'being, according'to this Doctrine, ſub-! 
je& to be really made, and anmade every day, and that in a thouſand Placy | 
ces on the ſame day *. - 

Ifany (who are little cainged with the Dodhine of the preſent. 
Church of Rome) ſhall queſtion whether they do indeed hold ſo, graſs. al. 
4 Error, as to teach, that-the Bread and Wine in the EAN is turned i into 
[ the very Subſtance "of the Divine Nature of Chriſt, as well- as his Humay. 
? Nature 3 he may ſee it fully aſſerted by a Learned Papiſt in a certain Cate- 
chiſan, entituled,. An Abridgment to C briſtiqu Dattrine, the laſt lone] 
Printed at Doway, 1661. Page 194, 195: in theſe Words. | 


Queſt. What is the Bleſſed Euchariſt? "i 


Anſw. It is the Body a Blood af feſw Cri © Heh God, and lk 
Alan, whole C brift under the outward Forms of 


| | This Catechiſe i 1s. Prints. 
Bread and Wine | | Sedod dh, LY C633" Ia ed with the approbation | | 

. of William Hids,\ DID 

Que. Tn. oh mauner is.C rift reden under, Frefcetn of-rhe "Engliſh 


theſe Forms ? '..;; Cal Fdge at Dopu, | 


Anſw. By the true and Real Preſence of his "MR and Human Natures, 
. and nat Figns @ively only, . as ſome would haveit., Godin Mexcy open the | 


Eyes of allthat are thus blinded with the Doftragot Tr anſubſtertiation 3. 54 
which Word Tranſubftantiation;the Papiſts coſe is not Jnure in Scriprige.., 
1 Scethe laid Cuechiſm, Pa 196. | 
b ; Papil Query ones CLE Bapriſt Anti- query 6, 
* i y- : 
e. Wherker Uniuerſality Jutb Ge | "What Chan ha, ou: n 
f time and.-place, be:not an guident that hath that Mark.?- An * ag 
£ Mark, of the true Church i ? the Woman which St. Fobu (al 
: ( called Myſtery Babylon.) be not. 
2 meant of Rome ? and whether her Cup was not * OY. recived, {o* 


than Nas Ws Cas UE 114.3 N.jce. if. 
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' .*** FPhether- you have really this 
"Hark, that is, whether you can 


bi 


| Fetch out of all Ages, and Nations, 


Profeſſors of your Religion? mn parti- 


cular you are deſired to name but one, 


or two 1n the firſt ſix hundred years 


after Chriſt of your Profeſſion ; for 
| example, ſuch as held the ſole ſiſf=" 
| _Ciency of Scripture - for the deciding 
| Controverſies, and denied the Law- 


|  fulneſs and Uſefulneſs of Infant- 
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- Whether any man can ſhew this 
Mark, as\ '1t 'is here called for, 


without the' help of Human Hiſto- 


ry? and; whether "Human Hiſto- 


ry be infallibly true, ſo as to be a 
'ground + for” Divine Faith? and 
whether thoſe 
- which coticerned Chriſtian Religi- 
on for the firſt-three - hundred: years 


Human Records 


after Chriſt were not the moſt of 


"them burnt' by the Perſecutors of 


Chriſtians? and whether thoſe 


| ' . Baptiſm? 


which remain have not been much 


| altered? and whether they arenot in many things contradictory ? | Alfo, 


whether Infant-Baptiſm was fo much as heard of in the firſt Century, and 
then how-ſhould ary be named which denied the uſefulneſs of it in this 
Ape > And whether the firſt clear-mention of it be not from Tertullian ? 
_ and whether the Learned do not confeſs that he oppoſed it in the third 


"| Century as an rational and unwarrantable Cuſtom? Alſo, whether that 


' Church, whoſe manner of admitting Perſons into her Communion, her 


' Conſtitution and Government, are according to the'Scriptures, Mar. 28. : 


-19, 20: Heb. 6. 1, 2, &c. be not the true Church of -Chriſt ? 


' And whether the br 0a Churches (commonly called Anabaptiſts) do 
not excel in theſe Particulars, all other Churches whatſoever ? 


" -Ofall the Marks of the Church, ſo much ſtood, upon by the Papiſis, 
this of Antiquity leads, and indeed it is of that importance, ” that if they 
Fail of this Mark; they are like to miſs all thereſt, and that they muſt fail 
of the beſt Antiquity, in the caſe of their Baptiſm (without which they 
can haveno true Chuxch) will with mich eaſe be made evident. 
1. Becauſe by thei own Confeſſion Infant-Baptiſn (which is the Bap- 
tiſm of the preſent Roman Church) is not grounded upon the Scripture, 
Here they fail of Scripture-Antiquity, which is the belt. 


2s Be- 


2; Becauſe they have not one Credible Witneds for . Infant-Baptiſin, in| 
the firſt Century after Chuift, | | | Kee 


3-. Becauſeit is acknowledged by themſelves, that they have changed | 
the manner of the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm from Dipping to a little | 
Sprinkling, which indeed is no Baptiſm. Ie: -.| 


F.. 


Whereas on the contrary, the beſt Antiquity is as clear for our Baptiſna | 

[z, 6. Believers Baptiſm | as the light of the Sun, many thouſands of Belie- | 
vers being Baptized by John Baptiſt, and more by Chriſt (or his appoints | 
ment) Fohn 3.23. and 4.1. three thouſand Believers Baptized inone day, | 
Afts 2. 49. And multitudes of Believers being Baptized in every Age lince | 
the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, yea all the Antient Fathers for the fir three | 
hundred years, '(if not. for the firkt, ſix hundred years), after Chrift- were | 
Baptized Believers, .ſo that I ſhould think the Gates of Hell cannot prevail 
againſt our Church in the Caſe of Baptiſm, whether we confider the Sub= / 
ject, Manner, End and-Uſc.of Holy Baptiſm. Whereas, | 
Theonly. Witneſs. which is pretended by my Learned Adyerfary /for the | 
firſt Century, is Dionyſizs.the Areopagite, meutibned, AZﬀs 17. 34. Who: | 
is laid to ſpeak thus,” in; a Book entituled Ecclel. | 


. Flierarch. c. ult. The. 
Cuſtom of our Mother the Church in Baptizing Children is not to be con 
temned, nor to be judged ſuperfinous, nor indeed.to bei credited, if it were. 
not. an Apoſtolical Traaition. v3 "+4 12.26 al 
Truly this Author ſpeaks.not like a Man that was fatisfied-ni this Point | 
of Infant-Baptiſm, and ſuch is.the faintneſs of his Evidence, that methinks 
he ſhould leave a ſuſpicion upon every Man that reads him, that hedid nat j 
know what to ſay, nor whereof to affirm, but leaving every man to think | 
of the Words as he pleaſes, .we will hear what the Learned have faid: TY 
cerning this Book, Eccleſ. Hierarch. » I P04 


Firſt, They put it down in the” Catalogue. of” Forged Writings, | 
and Cajetan a Papiſi denies that Work to be written by Dionyſins +: Theit + 
Reaſons are, TTY ] 


1, Becauſe he never makes mention of 'St.-Paul' in that Book, who. 
was the happy Infirament by whom Dionyſins was convert d . and yet. he o 
extolls Hierathens as his Malter, - | RM 


' s F pl 
| 2, Peas 


= 


. _—_ 4 
; Y T'S ON 
R : 
{ $ $ 8 T.. 
- : i. * 7 """ vo ole 
\ $20 C4 Y *. - Ws . N 


Hear the TH 
| 1! 43 Beckie he'byrites of many Orders; of Popes, Pricfis, and Monks, 
+ of whiclsthe firſt Age had none. oe IRS F300. CU fIDS Ht cit 


© 3. Enſebiu and Jerome in their Catalogues never make mention of this 
Book. "And Gregory the Oreat doth fay it was not written by Dionyſins, 
- 4- Hlliricus hath ten very conſiderable Reaſons, why this Book was 
written long after the Death'of Dionyſ#:s, one is this; The Author talks 
often of the Diftinition of rhe Quire, and the Church + whereas (faith he) 
' the Chriſtians had no fuch Churches an hundred yearsafter Dzonyſim's time. 
| 'This Author therefore will never bear fo great a weight, as to prove Infant- 
| Baptiſm to have heen cither-raught or practiſed by the Apoliles, . - | 
\ © "Being thus found deftitnte of afl Antiquity in the firſt Age, let us hear 
| what one'of their own Chronographers tells us concerning both' the, begin- 
ning of Infint-Baptifm and the want of any Evidence for Infant-Baptiſm 
|” hy Nation till more than _ ep years after Chriſt. | 
© © | Robert Fabian, aPapiſi; ini his Chror, part 5. c. 118. fel. 105. tells 
|. . Us. the Falth Wh, 17) Britain from Leak Fo of * Fs he firſt 
WG. I I ©, Chriſtian King in Britain) near npon the feaſon of 
[© *Thepreſent Baptized four hundred years, and odd, arid then in the next 
| Believers only do held- Chapter he gives account of Auguſtin the Monk 
|. "to the old Retigjon at ring into England, and how he prevailed with 
If natiind Poing of; $a. PIP IQ SHS, anc NOW Ne proverec Wit 
© red Baptiſm, 1. ſome: Bzſhops to obſerve his Orders, And in Fol. 
oo £2 4+» = 107. he faith,” But for all this there were of them 
that ſaid, that they might not leave the Cuſtom which they ſo long had cone 
tinned.without the Afﬀent of all ſuch as ufed the ſame. Then Auſtin gather- 
td a Synod, to the which came ſeven Biſhops 0 Brittains, with the wiſeft 
Men of the famous Abby of Bangdr. But firſt they took Connſel of an Holy 
| Man, whether they ſhould be, obeatent. to Aultin, or not. And he ſaid, If 
|' _  g0u-find bim humble and meek.,” as to Chriſt's Diſciple belongeth, that 
Ther! they ſhould afſent to him, which meckyefs they ſhould percerve in him, 
| 5f be at their coming into the Synod, or Council, aroſe againſt them. 
"08 When the ſaid Biſhops entred the ſaid Synod, Auguſtine ſate ſtill in the 
' Chair and removednot, wherefore he) were wroth and diſdained him,” and 
|| "would not obey to his requeſts. Ther he ſaid to them, Since ye will not affent 
| zo my Hetts generally, aſſent to me eſpecially, in three things, 
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2 (9: a That poke Fake Da dn Fon ad Tin, ay it 6s 


The Lead That ye give Chiiiendom to Childen, 
d the That e. Preach unto the Angli the Ward God: I 
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fore-time bave exher tedy 0# ©. ard all the other Deale I will ſuffer ou to 
bend, and reform i among your ſelves, But they would not thereof. 


| From this Paſſage it is very evident, that Infant-Eaptiſm came not ints 
11sNation till about bet hundred years after the Gofpel was firſt Received 
cre 3 and therefore the G iſts mult needs bj of { Antiquity here, and muſt 
they will do us right) give Jace to the Eaptized Believers, \nat only in 
GE of Believers k 4D oy t alſo in reſpec of the denial of Baptiſm 
Infants, ſeeing, theſe ſeven Biſhops, and the wifeſt Men of Bangor with- 
on, Auguſtine on Monk, in that point then, as we withſtand the Papiſts 
that point no | 
And; Le: we aye ores many hard (abings cx even to the burnin g-of our 
odjes In  Smithfie ring witneſs eancient and true Baptiſm of 
uf, even ry it [50s b ul with 736 at withſtood Jufant-Baptiſm, 
Fc. inthe Days of pw "6a Fabian relates how they were many hun- 
ls of them niuxdexed 3: and Mr.Fox ſeems to lay the Fault upon ffi 
ſhalf inſtance i in theſe two ſhort Aon | 


'L, Thep preſent Ch rehof Kome s #4140 ; 'poſebly prove her elf to be the 
: Church þ of Chrift ; Ergo, the preſent C wp "eb i ene is wks true 
urch of Chrift. 


2, The reſent chothe F Roo babes ig Ba nie. 
Charch h of Crit. 4 Tonk Fapihs i oe 

& An nts the Grounds; 

u(e without which, bh 3 Gi 

ex {oever the Church hath, it He to 

ft SI they are the true Gur of Te 
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11 6 Theptetended Refortn addot ha AIDE Watei'of Vap- | 
<. tiſm, as St. Fohn dipped Chriſt in the River of Jordan, ——To Bap- 
* tize ſignifies to Dip. Jn this all agree, This Ceremony is derived 
©: from the Puritications of the Jews and as atnongſt them; the moft per- 
© te& Purthcation.conbified in, a total, dipping of, themſelves, in. Water. 
« Jeſus Chriti who catne to fandily ayid fulfiÞche old Cetetnionies, choſe 
< this as the moſt proper and {ignihicant; tb expreſs the Renuſſion of Sins, 
< and the Regeneration of the New-Man. * - - 
<* The Baptiſm of St. John, which was a preparative to. that of Jeſus 
Chriſt, was' perfqrmed by dipping. . The vait numbers which reſorted 
© *to this "Baptiſin occalzoned St. Fohn to chooſe the Borders of Jordan, and 
<« particularly the Country of «Anon, near Salem, 'becanfe of 'the great 
plenty of Water there, and the great facility.of dipping thoſe who _ 
© toconſecrate cheniſelves to Pelle by this Holy Ceremony.” 
02 TED Jens Chriſtcame to St. Fohz to render Baptiſm more. glorious 
* and wonderful by his own receiving. it, 'Scripture faith, He IN out | 
. * ofthe Waters of _Fordan, to ſhew that he was wholly dipped 
* © There is no Evidence in the Afs of the' Apoſtles that the 3000; and 
& the 5000.converted by St. Peter's A kin were" baptized' any other 
<. way 3 and the number of theſe PrafUlytes is no Argument they. were 
* baptized by Sprinkling (as ſome would have 'it) : for, not to'infift on 
&« their not. being baprized all in one Day, *tis clear'St. Fohn Baptiſt, who 
& baptized as many, ſince all FudeaAbcked*to him, yer baptized thern 
by dipping 3 ,and his Example} hath d Cficyrng'y ſhewed us, that, in oxdes 
& to.the baptizing mary,” they. vi fy; "thoſe a þ Where thete was pood 
« ſtore of Water. Beſides that, the Putitications and Baths of the Autienits, 
« eſpecially of che Jews, did much facilitate the Ceremony. 
,_ © Infine, theScr OI ſhew us not any pther way .of baptizing; aud 
« we'can prove ck Acts of Countils,: and ancient” Ritagls, that Holy 
<'Church, as was poſſible; bapt tized no other way. 
r4 '<*-Ph6 thele are : Biſourae Frith, yet '(aith hey-neither* wi 
* hor the'pretended Reformers take notice” of the Aniabaptifts, who hol 
« this dipping as efſential and indiſpenſible, and neither of us feruple to, 
cane. this dipping of the whole Body. into a meer ſprinkling . of ſome 
t of. t he Body. And 'in 1.4. He adds this: Temar, e Py 
Free Chriſt ſaid; Baptize, that is, Dip, as we have often'o 'Weſ 
have alſo faid; He was thus baptized himſ@F, and the'& loin follow 
and i it was continued*m-the Church till the twelfth: and thitteenthy K 
< -Ang yet Baptiſm by Sprinkling, was admitted without any ' 


I Deel >a Biuphus bp 
— les. 4 


And which is yet more remarkable, this Learned Man does thus plainly 
expreſs hiinfelf alſo conceruing the Subje#s-t0 be bpieee 0H Jelus 
« Chriſt ſaid; Teach-aral Baptize.' And again, be that believeth and 4s, ap-. 
« tized {hall be faved.'Holy 'Church by the torce ONLY of TRA ITION | 
& and Pradtice,- hath declared the /[nſtruGion and Faith, Jeſus Chriſt united . 
& to Baptiſm in Theſe Words, tay be-ſeparated'in relation to little Infants. 
Thus far the Learned Papiſt. | | | 


Fromall which it is moſtevident, 1, That the uſe of Baptiſmal Water, 
by Sprinklingzis a late Invention,and no way warrantable by, but contrary 
to the Scripture, E7”, ud x: | 

2, That Chrift Jeſus is not the Author of Tnfant-Baptiſm, for to that }. , 
Baptiſin-of 'which he is Author, he! united "[nſtration and Faith.. And 
that it was not Chriſt, but Tradition which ſeparated what he had united. 
Theſe things impartially confideretl, I think it will appear utterly impoth- 
ble for the preſent Churchof Reme to prove her Baptiſm to be of Divine In- 
ſtitution, either in reſpect of the ſubjet,or manner of Adminiſtration 3 and 
conſequently ſhe cannot be a true Church of Chrift, till ſhe tura to the Truch 
from which ſhe haserred in this, .as well as in.many other caſes. . - May ſhe 
be ſa happy to confider' her ways;; and to turnto the Truthfrom which ſhe 
is undeniably departed in this cafe of Holy Baptiſm, Sce Rom.'6. 3, 4, 5. 


This Learned-Biſhop has one weak Reſerve, to which its like he will 
recur, notwithſtanding all that he has granted. He holds that Dipping is 
not eſſential nor indiſpenſuble. But I ſhall prove the direct contrary from his 
own Words, and by the Truth. it felf. | rY 


Firſt then, He tells us, Jeſis Chriſt ſaid, Baptize, that is, Dip. And he 
tells us, Chriſt Jeſizs was baptized ſo himſelf. And that the Scripture 
ſhews u4 not any other way of Baptizing. All this is very. true, And the 
place, where this ſaying ot Jetus Chriſt ts recorded, .. is Math. 28. Ig. 
B&TTIOvTH oxuTvis, Dipping Them, &c, and this Chriſtcommands to be 
done by virtue of all Power m Heaven and Earth, verl. 17. And that Je- 
jus Chriſt bimſclf was baptized by Dippingzis expreſly recorded, Hart 1.9. 
#, KGorm TIo9y W280 IGdHuvs ds, Lopixlw, And was Dipped of John te. 
Fordan. Thus we {ee this LearnedBiſhop and the Holy Scripture; do thus 


tar ſpeakthe ſame thing. , And.hence the Argument is, 
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= any other way of Baptizi 


| © altbation, but religiouſly obſerved and kept, accordingto the due form and 
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usCiyiſi's own Example, being dipped himfel, inthe Adminifira 
on af Þ \rt hike Spry & his expreſs Command by virtue of 
al Power Heaven andin Earth, does teach and require his Followers to 
uſe Baptiſimal Water by Dipping, and does not teach them to uſe it by any 
other way of baptizing: then Dipping is effential and indiſpenfible to the 


%. \ 


lawfuland due Adminiſtration of Sacred Baptiſm, 


But Jeſus Chrift's own Example being dipped himſelf, in the Admini- 
firation of Baptifmi to his own'Perſon3 and his expreſs Command by virtue 
of all Power inHeaven and'inEarth, does teach and require his Followers 
toule Baptiſmal Watex by Dipping, and does not teach them to uſe it by 


Ergp, Dipping eflential and indifpenlible to the lawful and due 

__ _ Adminiſtration of Sacred Baptiſm. | | 

| No whither riow can my Learned Adverfary betake himſelf for a Diſpen- 
iatjon, for meer ſprinkling (as himſelt calls it) inſtead of Dipping, but to 
his Charch. Burt then 1 muſt crave leave to tell him, that unleſs he can 


pioye his,Church to be abetter example to -Chriſtians than Chriſt himlelf 
ww and tliat ſhe bas more power than all the power it} Heaven and Earth . 


that ſhe is wifer than either Obriſt, 'or Holy Church, who followed his 
example in uſing Baptiſinal Warer,by dipping for 12 or 13 Apes together. 


ay, unleſs he can prove.theſe things, it willbe lawful and neceſſary tor all 


that fear God, to reject hiis Church herein” (tho they were all Angels from 
Heaven, 64/.1:8,9. Mat:28.20. 1 Tim.6.3 4,5.) as unworthy to bethe 


þ Competitor of Jeſus Chriſt (much lefs-his Superior) to alter his heavenly 


Commands, and to diſhonour hjs glorious Example at her pleaſure : As 


that has heen her great Sin, God give her Repentance before it be too late. 


"And fince I have taken npon me (who ama Man of lowdegree)to ſpeak 
to {0 greata.Perfon..as Faves Benign Boſſnet, Bilhop of Mean, and Coun-. 
octhur fo'2 King. T (hall crave leave to propofe a few things to him, (and 
wn kim to aff the Roman C atholicks in the World, for my Conſcience 


bears we witneſs, that] fo'defire their eternal Happineſs, as that I would 


h my {elf any. thing ſhort of Pexdition, that they were found faithtul to 
Fellis Chuite, and his Trurh in.the Pujity of it.) Wherefore, —”@ 

*x, Fbeſeech you to confider; that you have now to do withſuch Chriſti... 
ans asare in good earneſt for the pureſt Antiquity of the Chritian Religion; 


| fach as would not have any Truth,delivered to the Church by Heavens Au- 


thority, to be neglected, nor in any wiſe corrupted by innovation, change or 


2. As 


2. As to the Cafe iminediately depending, be pleaſed tounderitand than?” 
the Salvation of our Infants is as dens to us a5 yours can bett'your/and thiree: 
fore you cannot in reaſon once think; that we wonldwillingly -omie amp 
| thing which God has appointed as a furtherance thereunto : and being, (as 
all men know) noleſs zealous for theOrdinance of Baptifra than your elves; £ 
you may be conhdent we would by no means hinder its due extent, but! » 
promote it therein by all the lawful means we are able. je Fi 
| 3. That our Lord Jeſus has made Baptifm neceffary to the Salvation of 
poor Infants, is not revealed at all in the Holy Scripture, and therefoxe it 
\ could not be well done by the African Council, to Anathimatize all that: 
fay Infants may be ſaved without Baptiſm, &c. For it is certain that 
Chriſt is the Author of this Doctrine * whote Words ate perpetually true} 
afluring us that Infants are of the K ingdom of” Heaven + and this he ſj 
of Infants indefinitely, and particularly of fach as were tot baptize ing 
no Man can prove that the Infants brought to him were baptized; and fees 
| .._ Ing Chriſtisthe Author of this DoQrine, we do nothing doubt the Salya« 
tion of any dying Infant. | SES 
4. It is not revealed inScripture, nor conceiveable in- Reaſon; ' rat 6ur 
moſt wiſe and gracious God ſhould put the Salvation of poor Infants'under 
the power of finful Men, to fave or to dann themas theyipleaſe, to baptize 
or not to baptize them. Circumciſion it ſelf was never appointed: for Ins 
fants under {uch damning Circumſtances, for God-ſaved" the greateſt pare 
of the Infants of the Jews without Circumciſion, to wit, all Females, and 
Males which died before the eight day. Cut off they muſt be, if nor © 
Circumciſed, from the Congregation, but'danmed they coul&not be;- hes 
cauſe the Child ſhall not die for the Iniquity of the Father > which can only 
be true in reſpect of Eternal Death, for Children often die- for the Sin of © 
Parents. 2 
5. Tho the Tranſgreftion of Adamagainft the firſt Covenant mideboth 
| himſdlf and his Poſterity liable to eternal Wrath, yet we know God did in 
Mercy prevent the Effect, infomuch as no Man caſt prove that-ſo mnclyas 
one of his Poſterity ſhall go co Hell for that Tranſgreffion : ſeeing it pleaſed 
Sy God in his own Councel and Goodneſsto ordain the ſecond Adam, as''a 
Lamb (virtually flain) from the Foundation of the World, as' a help 4 
ainſt this Sin in the condemning nature of it, Fobyt 1. 20, Rows, +. 18. 
d thus Infants only falling in Adam, are jaftifett by Chill. | © 4 
6. Indeed were it as you conceive, that without Baptiſm no Infant can 
be ſaved, 1t were then the molt needful thing In the World ropromote that 
Dodrine and Practice : and yet this was a bulane(s which Chriſt and his A--. 
poliles uever minded at all, neither-to a it, nor toxecord itz and can you - 
, | + ME | ar 0 ol yy 
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ped in 
after the example of Chritit*who 
” came fro 
dipped of Fohn into Jordan. 
” duce us to follow Chriſt herein, but contrarywie great Perſecution (as you 
= know very well) have attended us in all Nations for our love to Chriſt his 
2 Truth in this particular, as well as others. | | 
= *. x6, "From all that has been-faid, haveyounot-ſome reaſon to fear that 
3 your Church is no. more infallible than other Churches 3 and that the hath 
” indeed actually exred in a. very-material point of Faith and Practice, of the 
= Chriſtian Religion,and conſequently may have failed in other reſpects alſo? 
AY And can it become wiſe and good Men to ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed 


- .gpen, .not.only without the Authority of the holy Scripture, bur alfo in 
things. confelſedly contrary.to. the blefſed Example and Doctrine of the 


Lord Jeſus, the{Head of: his; Church. 
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